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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
9. “Ridding Old Demons While Resting on God’s Faithfulness!”
Scripture:  Genesis 20:1-21:21
Focus:  “Underestimating old character weaknesses require the intervention of God’s faithfulness.”
Introduction:
Have you ever gotten into trouble because you underestimated your competition…or your opponent…or your own sinful tendencies.  Ever since Eve underestimated the serpent, human beings have been making the same mistake.  Goliath underestimated David, the Israelites underestimated Ai, Chamberlain underestimated Hitler, and the Americans underestimated the Vietnamese.  In all these cases the results were serious.
Abraham, likewise, had a marked tendency to underestimation.  He underestimated some old personal characteristics that—in spite of his growing faith—were well established in his old nature.  He had never been able to conquer a deep-rooted fear that his beautiful wife would catch somebody’s eye, and they would get rid of him in order to have her.  Even though Abraham had a strong faith in the covenant promise of Almighty God and had demonstrated his fearless approach to life in so many other dimensions, sadly, he had not carefully calculated some old character issues (some old demons) and as a result had not made proper compensation for them.
As we move through these two chapters, we learn a most valuable insight.  Even though we learn to walk in faith, trusting God’s promises…in spite of our deepening relationship with God—we continue to live in the need of God’s grace.  Faith that does not continually rest on God’s grace and faithfulness is valueless.  Sometimes the lurking blind spots, the hidden sins, and the ‘closet’ impurities of our lives need to be dragged out into the light of day, and slain, for God to move us on to a deeper walk with Him!
I. THE DANGER OF UNDERESTIMATING HUMAN WEAKNESS (Genesis 20:1-18)
1. What sin does Abraham commit? (20:1, 2)  How does this compare with Gen. 12:10?  When did this insecurity begin? (20:13)
· Does this event surprise you?  In what ways doesn’t it?  How does II Cor. 10:3-5 and I Cor. 10:11-13 apply here?
2. What severe warning does God give to Abimelech and how does he respond? (20:3-9)
3. How would you trace the ‘progress’ of Abraham’s sin? (20:10-13)
· What is your weakness in life—that old sin you have hidden?  (Psa. 139:23, 24; Heb. 25:9; I John 1:9)
4. What did God command Abraham to do? (20:14-18).   
· How do you think Abraham felt praying for the fertility of another man’s family, all the while facing the barrenness of his own wife?

II.     THE DELIGHT OF UNDERSTANDING GOD’S FAITHFULNESS  (21:1-34)
1. What words stand out to you in 21:1, 2?  What does this tell you about God as “Father”?
· How is Isaac’s birth a picture of  a Christian’s “new birth”? (John 3:3)
2. After the birth of Isaac what problem surfaces?  Find the cause!  Why was Abraham so stressed….how is it resolved? (21:9-14)
· What allegory does Paul make of this in Gal. 4:28-31?  Explain.
· How does God help and encourage Hagar in her hour of crisis? ( 21:15-21)
3. What further problem does Abraham face with Abimelech and how do the two of them deal with the complaints? (20:22-34)
· What does Abimelech’s request show about his attitude toward Abraham?
· What principles are we Christians called to follow in Matthew 18:15-17 when conflicts arise between us?

APPLICATION:
1. What have you learned from this lesson about your own “hidden closets”?
2. What do you see is the connection between faith and grace?
3. What do you need to do in your relationships with others to reflect more of God’s truth and grace?

4. How does Abraham and Sarah’s experience encourage you to be more patient and faithful in waiting for unanswered prayer?

