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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
8. “The Joys and Heartaches of Being God’s Chosen!”!”
Scripture:  Genesis 18:1-19:38
Focus:  “God’s chosen enjoy intimate fellowship with God and bear the heartache of knowing His judgment on wicked humanity!”
Introduction:
In our study of Abraham we are learning what it means to be chosen and called by God for His purpose and plan.  God’s plan, recorded in the beginning chapters of Genesis (3:15), was to bring “the seed of the woman” into the world who would “bruise the head of Satan”.  But how would this “seed” come into the world and how would all the world be blessed by Him?

God chose an idol worshipper, laid hold of him and said, “He is mine”.  God’s plan was through Him to possess a people who would respond to Him by faith in His promises and through them all the families of the earth would be blessed.  As God begins with Abraham, He worked in his life in such a way that Abraham would understand that faith in God meant believing God, obeying Him, and patiently trusting Him.  In this relationship Abraham was also to learn what it meant to be in fellowship with God.  He was God’s friend.
In this lesson, through Abraham’s encounter with God, we discover this “friendship” factor of being God’s chosen.  Like Abraham, we too are invited to have an intimate communion with God and hear afresh His promises, but also, in this friendship, God reveals His ways and judgments against those who do not honor Him.  When we as God’s chosen are drawn into fellowship with God, we will experience the joys and heartaches of being partners in God’s mission and ministry. 
I. THE JOYS OF BEING GOD’S CHOSEN  (Genesis 18:1-15)
1. Who are the three men that come to see Abraham? (18:1,22; 19:1)
· What are some possible “theories” surrounding one of these three?
2. Notice Abraham’s hospitality.  How did he greet the strangers?  How did he treat and honor them? (18:1-8)
· How does this event illustrate how we are to treat strangers?  (Matt. 25:35-37, 45: Heb. 13:2)
3. What special announcement does the Lord give to Abraham and Sarah, and how does Sarah react? (18:9-15)
· What is the difference between Sarah’s laughter and Abraham’s? (17:17-18)
· What lesson is the Lord teaching Sarah/Abraham about faith? (18:14, Luke 1:37-38; Jn. 3:4; Mark 10:26-27; Eph. 3:20-21; Phil. 4:13)
II.     THE HEARTACHE OF BEING GOD’S CHOSEN (18:16 – 19:38)
1. As a friend of God, what else does God share with Abraham? (18:16-21)
· Why does God take Abraham into His confidence?
· How are we Christians taken into God’s confidence?  John 3:18; Rom. 1:18; II Pet. 3:8-10; Rev. 20:11-15)
2. How does Abraham respond to God’s announcement? (18:22-33)
· What are characteristics that impress you about his prayer?

· For whom are you interceding? (Ezek. 22:30; 3:18; Gal. 6:1-5; I John 5:16-17)
3. Describe the moral atmosphere in Sodom? (19:1-14)
· What attracted Lot to Sodom? (13:10) How does II Pet. 2:7-8 describe Lot?

4. What tragic consequences follow Lot’s poor choices in life? (19:15-33)
APPLICATION:
1. What joyful promises has God made known to you?

2. What powerful lesson are you learning from Lot’s tragic life?
