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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
7. “God’s Covenant and the Promise of Grace!”
Scripture:  Genesis 17:1-27; Romans 4:9-25
Focus:  “The symbol of God’s covenant reminds God’s people that in the flesh they are helpless”.
Introduction:
In Chapter 15 we read of Abram that he believed God’s promises and that God declared him “righteous”—in a right standing with God.  But as time marched on and still no heir, Abram concluded in Chapter 16—(with Sarai’s blessing)—that faith must mean “God helps those who help themselves.”  He assumed that faith must mean believing in God and then seeking to give God what He requires.  So Abram decides to “help God” keep his promise to Him through a relationship with Hagar and as a result Ishmael is born and Abram fulfills God’s promise of an heir.
Now, in Chapter 17, thirteen years have followed Ishmael’s birth.  A striking feature here is that throughout these years God did not speak to Abram.  When we do things on our own, we tend to drift from Him because our focus becomes self-reliance and self-confidence, instead of “God reliance” and “God-confidence”.  As Ishmael was growing yearly he became more precious to Abram and God’s promises became less and less precious.  But Abram’s hope was not dependent on whether he wanted God, but on the fact that God wanted Abram.  God was still at work on him and had not let him go.  Abram had yet to learn that true faith is not a mixed faith—in God and in Abram.  But a faith that leads us to the end of ourselves and to a complete confidence in God.
To bring that fact home God gives Abram a sign of His covenant—circumcision.  This was to remind the people of God that they were to be a people having no confidence in their flesh.  They were to bear in their flesh a sign that in the flesh they can not please God. 
I. THE CONCEPT OF COVENANT (Genesis 17:1-8)
1. When God comes to Abram, by what name does He reveal Himself?  What does the name mean? (17:1-2)
· What is God’s call to Abram?  What does it mean? (Col. 1:28; 4:12)
· In emphasizing the covenant, on whom does the responsibility of fulfillment lie?
2. How does Abram respond to God? (17:3-4)
· What is the significance in giving Abram a new name?  What does Abraham mean?   (17:5-6)
3. What promises does God reestablish in His covenant with Abraham?  (17:7-8)
II.     THE CONTENT OF COVENANT    (Gen.17:9-14)
1. What sign does God give to Abraham that will always remind him of this covenant?      (17:9-11)
· What did this act symbolize?  (Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4; 9:26)
· What is the sign of the covenant for those who belong to God today and what does it mean?  (Acts 2:38, 39; Rom. 6:1-6; Col. 2:9-14)
2. According to Romans 4:9-12, what purpose does the symbol play in relationship to faith?
3. What would the cutting of the foreskin remind God’s people of?  (Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 15:1;17:1)
4. What new covenant does Jeremiah point to?  (Jer. 31:31-34; Matt. 26:27-28)
III. THE CONFIDENCE OF COVENANT  (Genesis 17:15-26)
1. What promise and changes does God make toward Sarai and how does Abraham react?  (17:15-17)   (What caused his laughter?)

2. What was Abraham’s concern and how does God respond to him? (17:18-21)
· How does God specifically respond to Abraham’s concern for Ishmael?

3. How did Abraham act in response to God’s covenant promises?
APPLICATION:
· What does your baptism mean to you and what response does God anticipate from you?
· How do you need to act upon knowing the Lord as your El Shaddai?

· Knowing the significance of the “sign of the covenant” what do you see as your responsibility to those in your household?  (Rom. 4:11-12)
