Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
6. “The Source Gets the Credit!”
Scripture:  Genesis 16:1-15; Galatians 4:21-31
Focus:  “Only what God does in us and through us can satisfy Him!”
Introduction:
When a Christian begins his walk with the Lord he has come to realize that salvation is a gift of God and he receives it simply by believing in God’s promises that through Christ’s death and resurrection God declares him righteous.  But all too often trouble begins after salvation.  On what basis does he know that his life is pleasing to God?  Is it by faith or by his effort to please God?
We’re thankful for God’s grace, but then all too often we come to believe that God’s grace has enabled us to carry out God’s directives and expectations.  It’s like the old saying: “If it is to be—it’s up to me!”  Suddenly, our focus shifts from God’s power and promises on our behalf, to our efforts, our determination, our strength and power on God’s behalf.  We come to believe that completing God’s call to service and being conformed into the likeness of Christ, who dwells in us, now rests with “me”.
This lesson becomes the next crucial discovery in Abram’s journey of faith.  He had not yet learned that to exercise faith does not focus on his ability in the flesh.  Yes, he believed God, but he still believed that he must help God fulfill the promises that God made to him.  What Abram overlooked was that this matter of having a son went deeper than the mere question of having one—what was vital was from whom the son came, who gave him?  It is not a question of whether we or Abram are active, but of “who originates the actions and whose power is behind them”.  Unless Abram’s son was God’s gift, of what use was he to God?  Abram was intended to be a father; but this meant learning a fundamental lesson in the meaning of the word “father”: that every thing comes from God as Father.  Only so would Abram himself be worthy to be the father of them that believe.  The source is everything because it is the source who gets the credit.
I. GETTING IN GOD’S WAY (Gen. 16:1-6)
1. What is the problem facing Abram and Sarai and what solution does Sarai suggest?  (16:1-2)
· Was Abram denying his faith in God’s promises by following Sarai’s suggestion?  What was he adding to his faith?
· Where did Hagar come from? (12:10) What lesson do we learn here?
2. How long had it been since God made His promise to Abram? (15:3-6)
· What was the result of this “mixed interpretation of faith”?
· Try to trace the result for Abram and his one seed to the present day.
· What interesting application does the Apostle Paul draw from this story?             (Gal. 4:21-31)
3. How does this story illustrate a problem between “faith plus works” that many Christians create?
II.     GETTING ON GOD’S WAY   (Gen.16:7-16)
1. In what way did Hagar’s own sin rebound back on her?  (16:4, 8, 8)
· The town of Shur was on the way back to Egypt.  Who confronts Hagar? (16:9-11)
· How does Micah 7:7-9 speak to this type of situation?

· How does the angel describe her yet unborn son?  (16:12; 25:18)
2. What are four principles you can learn in this story on how to restore a broken relationship?
· Gen. 16:8

· Gen. 16:9

· Gen. 16:10-12

· Gen. 16:13-14
APPLICATION:
1. What are ways by which we often create our own “Ishmaels”?

2. What lesson have you learned about the difference between faith and faith plus works?

3. Ask yourself:  Are you getting in God’s way or are you on God’s way?

4. How does Gen. 16:9, Eph. 5:21-22; I Peter 4:6-7 speak to you about anything specific in your life which you could share with others?
