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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
5. “True Faith Rests in God’s Promises!”
Scripture:  Genesis 15:1-20; Galatians 3:6-18
Focus:  “True faith not only believes in God, but believes God and rests in His promises!”
Introduction:
      What’s the process God uses to change people into His likeness?  Thus far, we’ve learned that the starting point is God Himself with His choice of them.  In Acts 15:14 Paul states that it is God’s aim to “take out from among the nations a people for His name’s sake”.  That people’s history began with Abram.  God chose Him; God took the initiative and He made promises.  Abram was learning to view God as Father; He is the source of everything and Abram’s journey was that of building a faith in God that would rest in His promises.  Abram also was learning that God uses special trials, testings and temptations to mold him into becoming a vessel of honor to be used by God.
      As we now reach Chapter 15 of Genesis, a new idea has come into the forefront of the narrative.  The Lord is still in view, with all that that signifies of God’s claim to have a kingdom on the earth.  But, from now onward, attention centers on God’s promise of descendants.  Abram has a problem, seeing He’s childless.  God may give him the land, but who will inherit it?
     Later, when we come to Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he picks up on this promise of “thy seed…your offspring” (Gen. 15:3) and makes the point that it is a singular noun.  The promises were to Abram and his seed, referring not only to Isaac, but to Jesus Christ. (Gal. 3:16)  In the long term it is Christ who is to inherit the land—“Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven.”
     As God makes His promise to Abram that his descendants are to be countless as the stars in Heaven, according to Gal. 3:26, 29, we need to understand that we too are included.  As Abram’s faith rested in God’s promise, so with us.  Abram believed he was called of God to bring Isaac into the land; likewise, we are called of God to bring in Christ to His inheritance (the world).
     If, we as Abram’s children are called to bring Christ to the world, we ask ourselves, how can we become such a vessel to give God’s Son the opportunity to display His power in the great work of recovery?  Abram, we find, underwent three further tests, this time in relation to his own son.  They are the test of time, the test of source, and the test of priority.  As we move on we’ll address each of these building blocks of faith.
I. RESTING FAITH BELIEVES GOD’S PROMISES (Gen. 15:1-6)
1. What does the opening phrase: “After these things” refer to and why would Abram possible be afraid?  (15:1)
· When God says: “I am your shield…” how does knowing this give comfort?          (Ps. 3:3; 5:12; 28:7; 71:4)
2. What is Abram’s great concern? (15:2-3)   How many years have lapsed since 12:1-3?
· How does God answer Abram?  (15:4-5). Who does this include? (Gal. 3:16)
3. How does Abram respond and what does God declare? (15:6)
· What is the significance of God’s declaration to the New Testament gospel later?   (Rom. 1:16-17; 4:3-4, 9-12; Gal. 3:6-9)

II.     RESTING FAITH RECEIVES GOD’S PROVISION   (Gen.15:7-16)
1. Having assured Abram about his promised heir, what other issue does he give to God?  (15:7-8)
· How is Abram’s request for a sign different from the request of the Pharisees to Jesus?  (Matt. 16:1-4)
2. What does God ask Abram to do?  Explain the ceremony of cutting a covenant?               (Jer. 34:18-19)
· As you compare 15:11 with 12, what subtle truth is God teaching Abram about keeping the covenant?  How is that reaffirmed in the New Testament?  (Rom. 3:9, 10; 21-22; 4:16; 5:8-10)
III.    RESTING FAITH PERCEIVES GOD’S POWER   (Gen. 15:17-21)
1.  What prophecy does God give Abram in 15:16 and what is the meaning of “the iniquity…is not yet complete”?
2. Notice, that most covenants require both parties to walk through.  How is God described here?  See other references: Ex. 3:2; 19:18; Rev. 1:12-16; 15:8.  What message is given by God to Abram?  How does Paul pick up on it later in Romans? (Rom. 11:25-29)
REFLECTION:
Abram not only believe in God, but he believed God.  What about you?  What are the promises of God that you cling to?  Has your faith given you rest?
