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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
4. “Commitments that Reflect Spiritual Values!”
Scripture:  Genesis 13:14-14:24
Focus:  “The ability to make and keep commitments is the essential factor that reveals one’s values and results in spiritual maturity.”
Introduction:
      Someone has said:  “It’s not what a person believes that will change his behavior, behavior is changed by what he values!”  If a person’s belief system does not include a conviction and commitment to what he values, then his belief does not demonstrate true faith.

      God called a man, Abram for a divine purpose.  He was called of God so that through him and his descendants the whole world would be blessed.  Through this nation of people would come the “he” who would bruise the head of Satan (Gen. 3:15) Through this “he” would be made available God’s redemption: God’s way of making it possible that sinful people could come into the presence of a Holy God.

     As God called Abram He also made promises to him.  God would give him many descendants, He would bless him and He would give him land.  Abram heard and believed the call of God, yet it took time for him to value what God promised.  Abram was called by God but we are told that Terah (his father-Acts. 7:2) led him out.  That was the size of Abram’s faith and the value he placed on it at the beginning.

     God had told Abram to leave his family, yet he took his nephew Lot with him.  God promised him many descendants and the land.  Yet he left the land to enter Egypt and even jeopardized his future family by not valuing Sarai enough to claim her as his wife.

     So, what do we learn here?  It is possible to believe God and yet not value what God has given and promised.  Abram was saved; He was God’s chosen, but not yet a “vessel unto honor”.  He had yet to learn that a life of faith means valuing so much what God has promised that it results in obedience, commitment and separation.  In this lesson, we will find that the true man of God will not be able to help others in their battles unless he himself has come to value God’s call and promises and is committed to obey the Lord and be separate to Him.
I. FAMILY CONFLICT REVEALS TRUE VALUES (13:5-13)
1. What is the conflict that brought tension in the relationship between Abram and Lot?      (13:5-7)
· What values does Lot display in the choice he made?  (13:10-11)
· What does the phrase “like the land of Egypt” tell you about impressionable Lot?  (12:10; 13:12)
2. What values and godly character does Abram show in this conflict? (13:8-9, Eph. 2:2-3; 4:30; I Cor. 6:5-8)
3. What does Jesus teach us about the importance of our values?  (Matt. 6:19-21; Luke 16:13)

II.     GOD’S COVENANT PROMISES REAFFIRM GODLY VALUES   (Gen.13:14)
1. How did God reaffirm Abram’s value about the Promised land?  (13:14-17)
· What promises does God give believers today if they value the kingdom mission and ministry?  (Phil. 4:19; Matt. 6:33; II Cor. 9:6-12; Gal. 6:7-10)
2. How did Abram respond to God’s reaffirmation of His promise?  (13:18)
· What blessings and praise is Abram reflecting in his worship?  (Eph. 4:31-32; Phil. 4:13; I Pet. 3:15-16)
III.    CIRCUMSTANTIAL CRISES REQUIRE DEMONSTRATION OF VALUES                 (Gen. 14:1-24)
1.  What are the historical circumstances that suddenly confront Abram? (14:1-12)
2. Fear of involvement could have kept Abram neutral, but how does his response reflect his values?  (14:13-16)
3. How does Abram’s response to Melchizedek and to the King of Sodam reveal his true value in life?  (14:17-24)
· What was offered by each king, and what did Abram give to them?

REFLECTION:
Look at your own life.  Is what you claim to believe reflected by what you value?  How does the Lord’s Supper remind you of what God values?
