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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
3. “Growing Faith Through Testing!”
Scripture:  Genesis 12:10-13:13
Focus:  “Problems develop our faith and force us to depend on God instead of ourselves.”
Introduction:
      For many people the most difficult step in living life as a Christian is to respond to God’s call to commitment and say, “Lord, I believe you.  I accept what you have done for me in Jesus Christ.  Now I surrender my life to you!”  But this step leads to a second, which may be the second hardest step, and that is learning to live in the reality of that faith.  As someone so aptly observed: “It makes little difference what you believe, if what you believe has little effect on your behavior”.
     But faith doesn’t just translate into behavior.  There’s a process.  First, the believer accepts the authority and truthfulness of what God has said and then responds to its principles in obedience.  Then comes a critical part in faith’s maturing process.  There will come the times of testing through troubles, trials and temptations.  When life is easy, we tend to slide by with knowing about God.  We try to imitate Him and speak of Him.  But only in the times of testing will we truly come to know Him.
     Abram not only believed in God, he believed God’s promises that through him and his descendants all the families of the earth would be blessed.  He believed that from him would come a great nation and that God had given them the land of Canaan.  The land was to be their inheritance.  God had promised.  God’s whole plan of redemption stood or failed with Abram.  That faith had to be his own and it had to be strong.  So, God had to test it in order to strengthen it.
     Character building is a slow process.  Whenever we try to avoid or escape the difficulties in life, we short circuit the process, delay our growth, and actually end up with a worse kind of pain—the worthless kind that accompanies denial and avoidance. 
I. FAITH LEARNS TO TRUST IN TROUBLES (12:10)
1. What serious threat faces Abram and his family?
· What had God promised him in 12:7?  Instead of faith, how would you describe Abram’s response in 12:10?
· How was this trouble a test of Abram’s faith?
2. How does God use troubles to draw His people closer to Himself? Psa. 34:17-18; Psa 119:67, 71; Isa. 48:10; Rom. 8:28-29; James 1:2-4
II.     FAITH LEANS ON TRUTH WHILE FACING TEMPTATIONS (12:11-20)
1. What circumstance does Abram fear while in Egypt?  12:11-13
· Was this a lie?  11:29
· What does Abram’s reasoning to tell this half-truth reveal about his faith in what God had promised?  12:2-3
2. How did the Pharaoh treat Abram and Sarai?  12:14-16
· How did Abram deceit/sin impact Pharaoh?  
· In what ways have you seen innocent people hurt because of the sin of another?
· What lesson was God teaching Abram about faith in Him?  (13:3-4)
III.    FAITH LEAVES WORLDLY TACTICS OUT OF TENSIONS  (13:1-13)
1.  What new circumstance did Abram face when he returned to the land? 13:5-7
· How does this become a test of Abram’s faith? (12:7; II Cor. 9:8, 11; I Cor. 9:3-6, 12)
2. How does Abram pass the test?  13:8-10
· What part does Lot choose? 13:11 How does this choice result in becoming harmful to Lot and his family?  13:2-13; 19:14; I Cor. 6:14-16.
· Lot was looking for “more grass” while Abram was looking for God’s grace.  What lesson is here for all of us?  Luke 12:13-21
SELF EXAMINATION QUESTIONS:
Do you believe in the promises of God and have you responded to His call?  In what areas is your faith now being tested?  What do you see God doing?
