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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
2. “The Starting Point of Recovery!”
Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-9
Focus:  “God’s redemptive process is completed and perfected in Christ, but the starting point of recovery began with Abraham.”
Introduction:
      The Bible begins its message with a beautiful and powerful picture of a God who, out of nothing, designed a majestic and harmonious universe.  The crown of all His created efforts was humanity.  A man and woman had the distinctive characteristic of being created in the very image of God Himself and given the freedom to choose to love and obey their creator or to be disobedient and establish their independence from Him.
     The story takes a tragic turn as Adam and Eve chose to disobey their maker and rebelliously act toward Him in defiance.  The result is disharmony with God, with self, with each other and with nature.  Being created in the image of God, humanity suddenly loses the joy, purpose and self-worth of living, and ends up with guilt, shame, purposelessness and death.
     The question now must be raised: “How can sinful humanity, under the condemnation of their creator, come into the presence of the Holy God?”  A ray of hope shines through the dark horizon as God speaks to Satan, the perpetrator of this dilemma, in Gen. 3:15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head and you shall bruise his heel!” 
     But what is God’s strategy?  How will He bring this He into human history?  As the story continues IN Genesis 4-11, God at first worked with humanity through specific individuals.  Then in Chapter 12 of Genesis, God does something different; He calls a man.  This time God takes the initiative by choosing a man named Abraham.  He is the starting point by which God would deal with the whole terrible problem of sin and its consequences on humanity.  Abraham was not called or chosen for his own sake, but through him and his descendents God would bless the whole world.  Abraham and his descendants would receive God’s grace for the purpose of transmitting God’s grace.
I. THE PURPOSE OF GOD’S CALLING (12:1-3)
1. Where did Abraham first hear God’s call?  Gen. 11:27-28, 31; Acts 7:1-5
· Where did he stop?  Why did he wait so long?  Gen. 11:31
· What was God’s call to Abraham in Gen. 12:1?

2. According to Genesis 12:2-3, what was God’s purpose in calling Abraham?  Gal. 3:6-9
· What was God’s plan and promise as He communicates this call?  Gen. 17:8; Isa. 42:6-8; 49:6; 52:10, 23; 53:10-12
· In how many ways can Gen.12:1-5 be compared to a Christian’s spiritual beginning from the negative point of view?  Also read Mt. 4:18-19;Mk. 8:34-36.

3.   Why do you suppose the land was so important for the establishment of God’s plan of redemption?  Psa. 24:1; II Kings 21:4; Matt. 6:10; Rom. 8:18-21

II.     THE PROCESS FROM GOD’S CALLING  (12:4-9)
1. How did Abraham respond to God’s plan and promises?
· What two factors are necessary for Abraham to step out?  Explain each factor?  Heb. 11:8
2. What did Abraham do first when he reached the land of Canaan?  12:7 (Which Noah also did when he landed upon the restored earth)  8:20
· Why is this important?

· What does God expect of believers that corresponds to what Abraham did?           Heb. 10:24, 25
3.  Abraham proceeds to pitch his tent near Bethel.  What does this name mean?
· What two things does Abraham do at Bethel?
LESSONS FOR LIVING:
1. How is Jesus the fulfillment of God’s call to Abraham?

2. If Israel, the descendants of Abraham, were chosen and elected for the purpose of bringing the Messiah into the world, for what purpose has God elected the church?  Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 15:14; I Peter 2:9-10; Acts 1:8
3. Trace your spiritual journey by comparing it with Abraham’s.  What did you have to leave behind?  What promises from the Bible did God make to you?  What has it meant to you to trust by faith and obey God?
