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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
26.  “Facing Your Tomorrows with Confidence!”
Scripture:  Genesis 47:27-50:26
Focus:  “A living faith in the promises of a living God brings confident hope when facing life’s tomorrows!”   
Introduction:
Often we hear it said, “Where there’s life there’s hope!”  Hope comes as standard equipment in the human spirit, right along with reason and affection.  We are created for hope as we face the  uncertain future, because we’re created to be travelers in life, slowly moving from the past through the present into the future. Hope is the power that enables us to achieve what we dream of…it’s hope that keeps us going! 

Yet, human hope is a gamble, because it is fastened only on the possible.  High hopes and dreams for what is possible can crash on the rocks of impossibilities.  We have the power to imagine, but do not have the power to control.  What do we say to someone who’s future is met with impossibilities and is hopeless…when the prospect of life and dreams of living are stripped away?  

In this concluding study of Genesis, we capture the final record of the thoughts and activities of Jacob and Joseph.  As old Jacob blessed Pharoah, we saw how likeable this old man had become.  Jacob had become Israel.  His very humility and dependence on God reflects the mark of God’s great work in him.  At his beginning, Jacob had been an utterly hopeless case; but where there was the power and promises of God, the unpromising Jacob was transformed into Israel: A prince of God.

Now as Jacob faces death, we wonder what happens to hope.  Note that Jacob’s hope fixes not on the possibilities, but on the promise of God. The hope that God built into Jacob prepared him to face even death with peace. It also enabled him to speak of future hope, to his sons.  Jacob’s hope rested, on what God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The same can be said for Joseph.  As he prepares to die he not only claimed the hope in God’s promises for himself, but in a unique, visible way, established this confident hope in God’s promises in the hearts and minds of the children of Israel for the next four hundred years.
I. FACE YOUR DEATH WITH PREPARATIONS   Gen. 47:27-31; 49:28-33
1 How does God continue to bless Jacob’s family and fulfill His promises to him?       Gen. 46: 1-4; 47: 27-28
2.   What instruction does Jacob give to Joseph and his sons?  49:29-31; 49: 28-33   
· What is the significance for Jacob not wanting to be buried in Egypt?  Gen. 12:1; 17:8; 26:2-3; 28:13; 23:17-20    

· Notice where and with whom Jacob requested to be buried?  47:28-33
3.    What are the practical things you should take care of as you anticipate your future death?  
· On what do you rest your hope as you forsee this future?                                      
II.  GRACE YOUR  DESCENDANTS WITH PERSPECTIVE    Gen. 48:1-49:27
1. How will Jacob’s adoption of Joseph’s sons affect Joseph’s share in the promises God made to Jacob?  Gen. 48: 1-7                                               
2. In what ways is Jacob’s faith evident as he blesses Ephraim and Manassah?  48:8-20      
· What is the significance here of Jacob’s act of blessing?  Jn 1:12-13; Rom. 8:14-18 
· How does God’s sovereign choice of Ephraim over Manasseh follow the same pattern we have seen in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?
·  How is this a reflection of the way God has been working in your life?                   
3.   Read Gen. 49:3-7. How are the blessings given to Reuben, Simeon and Levi related        to their past actions?  (Gen. 34; 35:22)

· Although our past failures and sins affect our future, how can God’s grace and forgiveness help us triumph over these consequences?

4. 
    What future does Jacob see for Judah? (49:8-12)

· What characteristics of the Messiah’s reign does he foretell?
5.   After blessing six of his other sons (vv 13-22), Jacob gives a rich and lengthy blessing to Joseph.  How is Joseph’s blessing related to his past actions. (vv 22-26)
III.   EMBRACE THE DELINQUENTS OF YOUR LIFE  WITH PARDON.  50:1-26
1. How is Joseph’s love and respect for his father evident?  50:1-14 
2. What is the reaction of Joseph’s brothers after Jacob’s death? 50:15-18    
· Why do you think Joseph weeps when he receives their message?
3. How does Joseph’s response reflect the grace of God?  50:19-21
4. What remarkable visual way does Joseph in his death reflect confident hope in the promises of God?  49: 25-26; 15:13-16
Challenge:  

· What have you learned about God through your study of Genesis?       
· Is your faith motivated by the Father’s promises…confident in your position as joint-heir with God’s son…and being transformed by the patient working of the Holy Spirit.                                    
