Men’s Fellowship Bible Study



Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans









Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
25.  “Living with a Pilgrim Perspective!”
Scripture:  Genesis 46:1- 47: 26
Focus:  “Living with a pilgrim perspective—that “earth is not my home, I’m just a passing through” provides life with purpose, priorities and a sense of destiny”
Introduction:
A person’s perspective of the meaning and purpose of life will have a determining affect on his whole approach to living his life.  When this present life is regarded as permanent and ultimately “all you got” then what matters most is the here and now.  The focus becomes: “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow you die”… so, “go for the gusto!”  On the other hand when this present life is viewed from the perspective of being temporal that there is yet a greater eternal future yet to come, then one’s purpose, priorities, values and sense of significance in this present life takes on a whole new perspective.  As Jesus reminded His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount, earthly values will become superficial when heavenly values become substantial.  (Matt. 6:19-20)
We can call this future view of life a “pilgrim perspective.”  In his letter to persecuted believers the Apostle Peter addresses his readers as “sojourners and pilgrims…” (I Pt. 2:11-12).  With this perspective He encouraged them to look beyond their present pain and problems by seeing God’s promises and provisions in the future.
In this study lesson, we read of old Jacob referring to himself as a ‘pilgrim’.  He tells Pharoah that over the years of life he has experienced much pain, suffering, sorrow and disappointments.  He realized that much of it was the consequences of his own character and conduct.  But through it all, Jacob reflects a divine perspective, that in spite of his troubles, his life was oriented toward a future fulfillment that rested on the promises of the covenant keeping God. (Heb 11:9-10) This pilgrim perspective mentality is a must for all believers in all ages, not merely for the weatherbeaten old timers like Jacob.  “This short momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.”  II Cor. 4:16-18
I. PILGRIMS SEEK GOD’S DIRECTION  Gen. 46: 1-27
1 What do you see to be Jacob’s deep concern as he draws close to Egypt? Gen. 46:1-3 
· Why do you suppose he would be hesitant?  Gen. 12:10-20; 26:1-5

2.   What spiritual growth do you see in Jacob’s relationship with God from his Bethel experience (Gen 28:20-22) to his Beersheba encounter? (Gen 46:1-4)
· How are Christians to go about finding the will of God in matters of living?         II  Tim 3:16-17; Jer. 33:3; I John 5:14-15: Matt. 7: 21, 24
3.     When seeking God’s directions for living, how does having a pilgrim’s perspective determine what we ask for and focus on?  I Pet. 2: 9-12
4.     How does Gen. 47: 5-27 underscore God’s faithfulness to the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?

II.  PILGRIMS SEEK GOD’S DIRECTIVES  Genesis 46:28-47:6
1. Put yourself in Jacob’s shoes, what do you think went through his mind as he stood before the son he thought he had lost?  37:10-11, 35; 42: 36; 43:13; 45:25-28
2. What do you see is Joseph’s plan and purpose by introducing his family as shepherds? (46:31-34)
· What could easily have been Joseph’s attitude toward his family in light of the Egyptian attitude revealed in 46:34?
· What is Jesus’ attitude toward us in the presence of God?    Roman 8: 15-17;             Heb. 11:16
·     How do you feel toward other Christians who are different from you? Phil 2:3-8
III.   PILGRIMS SENSE GOD’S DESTINY  (Gen. 47:7-26)
1. How did Joseph view his life, in spite of its heartaches?  Gen 45: 5-9 
2. As Joseph presents his aged father to Pharoah, what does he ask Jacob and what is the significance of Jacob’s response?  47:7-9   
· How was Jacob’s life a pilgrimage?  What was his destination?                         Heb. 11:9-10, 13, 16.
· How are we Christians like Pilgrims?  II Cor. 4:16-5:1,8; I Pet. 2: 11-12
3. How did Jacob describe his pilgrim journey? 47:9
· How can this pilgrim perspective help in times of difficulty?  II Tim 4:6-9

4. What is the significance of Jacob blessing Pharoah?
· How is this a picture of God the Father in response to Jesus, God’s son?       Rom. 8:15-17; John 6:27, 37-40, 44
Challenge:  

  How can this story of Jacob and Joseph help you to trust God with the seemly disconnected and perplexing areas of your life?
