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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
24.  “Giving Grace to the Guilty!”
Scripture:  Genesis 45:1-28
Focus:  “Giving the grace of forgiveness frees both the victim and victimizer to live again!”
Introduction:
What do you do when you have been the victim of a willful abuser and victimizer?  How do you move on in life when you have experienced both deep and moral wounds?  Perhaps you’ve had the foundations of your wholeness disrupted by the negative relationship of others.  The critical question is how do we deal with it. 
Many people deal with their hurt with hate.  Their contempt is their only weapon.  Others will go a step further with planning and plotting of how to get even.  Anger turns to resentment and bitterness and finally revenge.  Tragically, bitterness and revenge glues you to the past.  You get stuck in your past histories and can not move beyond replaying the video tape of your pained memory over and over.  As it replays you feel the clap of pain again.
There is only one solution to deal with the painful past. Only forgiving can turn off this video tape of pained memories.  In this chapter (Genesis 45) Joseph models it as he gives grace and forgiveness to his brothers.  In this chapter we come to the climax of Joseph’s amazing story in which he reveals his identity to his brothers.  By forgiving his brothers, in a real way, he was performing spiritual surgery within his memory.  He consciously had to disengage them from their hurtful acts and remake them in his mind.  He no longer saw them only as the victimizers who hurt him, but as persons who needed him.
An amazing thing happens when you forgive.  True, freeing forgiveness needs to be motivated by God’s amazing grace by which He forgave you. Then, as you forgive as you have been forgiven the prisoner is set free…and you discover that the real prisoner was you. 
I. THE NEED TO RESPOND WITH FORGIVENESS  Genesis 45: 1-4
1. What does Joseph do in 45:1 and what characteristics did he see in his brothers that prompted him to do so?  42:21-22; 43:21-22; 44:32-34.
· How can you tell from this passage that Joseph genuinely loved his brothers? 45:1-4
2. How did the brothers react to Joseph’s self-disclosure?  45:3
· What emotions and fears do you think the brothers suddenly wrestled with?

3.      It’s easy to say “forgive and forget.”  What do you think is necessary for true forgiveness and reconciliation to take place?  Lu. 9:23; Eph. 4:32-5:1; Mt 5:23-24; 18:15-17
· How did the grace of God help Joseph in the process of forgiving?  Gen. 41:51-52

II.  THE NEED TO RECOGNIZE GOD’S PROVIDENCE  Genesis 45:5-9
1. In this story, thus far, how do you see God’s divine providence at work to exalt Joseph and to expose his brothers?
2. What does Joseph say to his brothers that reveals his understanding of the providence of God?  45: 5-9
· How can this perspective toward your own suffering make it possible for you to forgive someone who has grievously wronged you or hurt you?
· What is your understanding of Rom 8:28-29 and how does this promise give hope in painful times?
3. How is Peter’s speech at the time of Pentecost similar to Joseph’s? Act 2:21-24, 30-36
4. Reflect on God’s overall plan: The Problem: Gen. 3:6-7; Rom.3:23; The Goal: Eph. 1:8-10;  Rev. 22: 1-4;  The Plan: Gen. 3:15; 12:3;  Ex. 12: 13, 23; Isa. 53:6; John 1:1-3, 14, 12;  The Process: Eph 1:3-8.
III.   THE NEED TO RESTORE THE GUILTY Genesis 45:10-28
1. How does Joseph minister to the guilt feelings of his brothers?  45:5, 10-11, 15, 24  
2. For true forgiveness that results in reconciliation, to take place, what factors must be evident?  45:4; 42:21; Acts 2:37; 2 Cor. 5:11, 14; Eph. 4: 30-32 
3. How did Pharoah respond to the Hebrews? 45:16-20

· How is this a picture of God the Father in response to Jesus, God’s son?  Rom. 8:15-17; John 6:27, 37-40, 44
4. How did Jacob first receive the news that Joseph was alive and what convinced Him?  45: 26-28
· As you consider the good news of Christ’s resurrection, what evidence did God make available to convince us?  Mt 28:6; I Cor. 15:3-9; Acts 2:22-24, 41, 47; Acts 17:6

Challenge:   
1.  What purpose is God working out in your life in spite of your sufferings? 
2.  What people need your forgiveness and reconciliation so you may be free of the bondage of          bitterness?
