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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
23.  “Testings in Life Exposes Truth of Character!”
Scripture:  Genesis 42:1-44:34
Focus:  “Confidence in the providence of God brings comfort to the believer but condemnation to the unbeliever.”
Introduction:
Well, what do you believe?  Do we live in a world in which events happen by luck and chance, or is this world subject to the government of a Sovereign God?  Look around you, are the events in your life…the events in history…basically the result of fate and fortune, or is there an Almighty, loving heavenly Father who has a plan in which He is guiding all of history toward His God-intended conclusion? 
These are very deep questions that require some careful reflection.  All around us there is suffering, evil, calamities and disasters.  There are tragedies that we experience in life.  If God is in control why do they happen?  Should we blame God and become “bitter”?  Or can we get to know God and become “better”?

When we look at life’s circumstances and even world events, Scripture challenges us to see them through a godly perspective known as “the providence of God”.  This perspective or doctrine gives comfort to believers in God in that it gives confidence that since God is in control “all things work together for good to those who love Christ Jesus and are called to His purpose!” (Rom. 8:28)  God keeps His promises and He fulfills His purposes in the world.
But there’s another side to this coin.  Even as God’s providence gives confidence to the believer it also brings condemnation to the unbeliever and those disobedient to the Lord.  As we continue in our story of Joseph and his brothers we have seen God’s providence at work as Joseph is exalted from a slave to a prince—second in command of all Egypt.  But that same providence is also at work bringing devious, treacherous sons and brothers to face their crime and deceit.  As Scripture states: “God is not mocked, whatsoever a man sows that he will also reap”…even after so many years.
In this study we will see the testing of the brothers, as God uses Joseph to awaken their dull conscience, face up to themselves, confess their guilty crime and come to experience the grace of God.  (Twenty years have elapsed since Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery.)
I. THE METHOD OF TESTING
1. What crisis occurs in Canaan and what action is taken? (41:56-42:3)
· What does 42:3 tell you about Jacob’s suspicions of his sons?
2. What do you think is Joseph’s motive for the harsh treatment of his brothers? (42:6-17; esp. 15-16)
II.  THE MEETING OF THE TEST
1. How does Joseph stir and test their consciences?  (42:18-20)
· What is the brothers’ response to this? (42:21-23)
2. As they return home, what further thing does Joseph do to test their truthfulness?       (42:24-38)
· How does Reuben’s response to his Father’s despair show his willingness to   shoulder family responsibility?  (35-37)
3. How did Joseph test their honesty and did they meet the test? (42:26-28; 43:19-22)
4. Knowing the character of Judah in the previous chapters, how does he begin to display that his maturity includes trustworthiness?  (43:8-10; 18-22)
5. What amazed the brothers regarding the seating arrangement 43:33, and what did Joseph do to test if the brothers were envious of Benjamin?  (43:34; 37:4)
6. The final test was that of love and self-sacrifice.  What further thing does Joseph do to test the brothers’ selfishness and pride?  (44:1-2)
· How do the actions of the brothers and eloquent speech of Judah show that these were indeed changed men?  (44:16-34)
III.   THE LESSONS LEARNED IN THE TESTING
1. How does the providence of God create opportunities in which people are often confronted with their hidden sins?  (Psa. 139:23-24; Numbers 32:23; Prov. 5:21, 22; 21:1; Eccl. 11:9)
2. Why is having a clear conscience such an important step to inner peace and happiness?  (John 8:31-32; Acts 23:16)
3. How does the story of Joseph’s brothers (Gen. 42:42:21-22) prove the principle of Gal. 6:7, 8?

4. In what way does this story of Joseph’s brothers show that God’s providence can bring about transformation?

Challenge:   If God were to put you to the test “to see if there be any truth in you”, would you pass the test?  What great changes have been taking place in your life over the years?
