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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
22.  “Faithfulness in the Midst of Discouragement!”
Scripture:  Genesis 39:19-41:52
Focus:  “Faithfulness in the discouraging times of life prepares you to accomplish God’s big things in life!”
Introduction:
Life is full of discouragements.  When we look to the future we anticipate success, life’s circumstances to go our way, and—especially as Christians—that God will bless us and cause us to be happy.  But then disappointment hits us.  Things didn’t go our way.  People betray us, insult us with lies, and go so far as to undermine us by working against us.  Suddenly we feel discouragement settle in.  “What’s the use!” we cry out.  “It doesn’t pay to be moral, honest and live with integrity.  The faithful, moral people finish last.  Does God even care about me?”
But every discouragement is God’s opportunity to deepen our faithfulness and character for His future plans for us.  Discouragement can become stepping stones rather than stumbling blocks when we see through Satan’s scheme to destroy us and begin to see it as God’s opportunity to develop us.  Sadly, we can’t take a peek behind the circumstances to see what God is doing in us and how He is preparing us for the future plans He has for us.  (Jer. 29:11)  But, in the meantime, we can rest assured that if we remain faithful in our times of discouragements God is shaping us for even bigger challenges and opportunities in the future.
These are the lessons Joseph was learning in this study’s Scripture.  Early in his life God gave Joseph dreams of destiny, respect and success,  suddenly his dreams became a disappointing disaster.  Sold into slavery by his own brothers, he strived to be faithful and loyal to his new owner, only to be tempted with sexual seduction, then betrayed and cast into prison.  The steps from disappointment to discouragement can easily take its course.
Where now are the dreams?....The destiny?.... The promises of God?  But in spite of discouragement Joseph remained faithful.  Unknown to him, God was preparing him for greater things in the future.
I. FAITHFULNESS INSPITE OF DISCOURAGEMENTS  (Gen. 39:19-40:23)
1. What new circumstances does Joseph face in spite of his faithfulness? (39:7-8, 19)
· Why should Christians not be surprised when bad things happen to good people?    (I Pet. 4:12-19; II Cor. 4:7-11, 16-18)
2. In spite of these unfair circumstances, what qualities do they bring out in Joseph? (39:20-23)
· How did the Apostle Paul cope with his discouraging circumstances? (Phil. 4:10-19)
· What attitudes and reactions must we watch out for when we face unexpected trials and problems?  (Num. 13:14-14:2)
3. What comforting reality and realization continues to motivate Joseph?                   (39:23; Isa. 43:1-3) 
4. How does Joseph demonstrate his genuine concern for his fellow prisoners?  (40:1-8)
· What dreams did his fellow inmates share with Joseph and how did he interpret them? (40:9-19)
· What good news and bad news does the gospel of Christ contain? (Jn. 3:16-19, 35;   I Jn. 5:11-13)

5.   What further disappointment did Joseph experience?  (Gen. 40:20-23)
II.  FAITHFULNESS INSPIRES DELEGATION  (Gen. 41:1-57)
1. After two years what dreams does Pharaoh have and why does it trouble him? (41:1-8)
2. How does Pharaoh get connected with Joseph? (41:9-13)
· How do you see God’s providence at work here?
3. When Joseph is brought to Pharaoh, what noble character does Joseph display?(41:14-16)
· How can you witness to your faith in Christ and do it tactfully and reverently?

4. After Pharaoh tells his dream what interpretation and solution does Joseph propose to him? (41:25-36)
5. In looking back at Joseph’s past experiences, in what way were His days as a youth, with his father and brothers, a slave and prison inmate helpful to shaping his character?

6. What was Pharaoh’s proposal and what do you think he saw in Joseph that impressed him?

· How do you think we Christians need to convince people today of spiritual famine and coming judgment?

7. How do the names of Joseph’s children reveal the pain he suffered?  (41:50-52)
· When discouragement comes your way, what practical things can you do to remain faithful in your walk?

Challenge:   How can you see the past discouragements in your life prepare you for greater challenges?
