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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
21.  “Growing Through Trials and Temptations!”
Scripture:  Genesis 38:1-39:23
Focus:  “Every trial and temptation are opportunities to choose to grow spiritually”
Introduction:
In his book, The Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren writes:  “You were created to become like Christ…from the very beginning, God’s plan has been to make you like His Son Jesus Christ.  This is your destiny…”
He goes on to say that spiritual growth is not automatic.  It is a process in which God’s Word transforms our beliefs into Christ like behavior.  Yet, Warren continues: “…God depends more on circumstances to make us like Jesus than He depends on our reading the Bible.”  It is in the midst of life’s troubles, trials, and temptations that as God’s people, we are given the opportunities to put our faith and hope in God into practice.  The reason for this, he reminds us, is that God is more interested in our character than our comfort…in our calling than our careers.
In our studies thus far, we have discovered that through troubles and trials God has been molding and shaping the life of Jacob to become the vessel He can use.  But the saga does not stop with Jacob, but continues by shifting the focus to Jacob’s sons.  God’s concern is not only in changing the character of His chosen vessels, but also in the fulfilling of their calling.  Once again in His providence God uses circumstances such as trials and temptations as crises points that reveal and shape the character of His people, but also to set the stage for God’s destiny of His people in history.

In Genesis 38 and 39 we contrast the impact of trials and temptations on two of Jacob’s sons: Judah and Joseph.  Following the brothers selling Joseph into slavery, the story suddenly shifts from the leading character of Joseph, to Judah—then back to Joseph.  You may well ask why?  As you study these chapters try to be aware of how trials and temptations play key roles in working out of the plan of God.  Also, try to sense the power of God’s providence and grace as He shapes these two characters for His plans in the future.
I. FAILURES IN TESTING AND TEMPTATION (Gen. 38:1-30)
1. Why did Judah marry and what was the basis of his marriage? (Gen. 38:1-2)
2. In spite of having three sons, how does Judah’s lineage come to be in jeopardy?       (38:1-11)
· How would you describe the character of Judah’s two older sons?
3. How does Judah try to protect his lineage? (38:8, 11, 14)  Who did he blame for his son’s death?
· What was the custom of the day that Tamar appealed to? (Deut. 25:5-6)

4. What conclusion does Tamar come to (38:14) and what strategy does she work out to establish her status as part of Judah’s heritage (38:12-16)
· How does Judah respond to this temptation in his life? (38:16)
· What did Judah do when he discovered that Tamar was pregnant? (38:24-30)

5. When you consider that Tamar was a heathen girl (like Ruth the Moabitess and Rahab the harlot), how did God honor her faith and desire to have a part of the heritage through Judah? (Ruth 4:18; Matt. 1:3)
· How does this fact help you to appreciate God’s providence and grace?

II.  FAITHFULNESS IN TESTING AND TEMPTATION  (Gen. 39:1-23)
1. How would you describe the success of Joseph as he enters Potipher’s house? (39:1-6)
· What did Joseph do to avoid self pity or bitterness for his slavery?
2. What temptation and increasing pressure does Joseph now experience? (39:6-12)
· What underlying awareness helps Joseph to resist the temptation? (9;I Cor. 6:12-20)
·  Give three ways in which Joseph acted in time of temptation which we should imitate when tempted? (39:8, 10, 12)
3. What pressure does Potipher’s wife place on her husband to get her revenge on Joseph?  (39:13-20)
· As Joseph faces this test, how do you think he feels about God after this second undeserved injustice?
· How do you feel about God allowing this evil to happen?  How have you faced   similar situations and feelings?
4. In what way is the picture of Joseph emerging in this narrative different from the character we met in Chap. 37?

5.  In what way is the picture of Joseph’s character different from that of Judah’s in dealing with temptations and testings?
· What key role and responsibilities does God place on fathers in shaping the character of their children for the future?  (Psa. 38:1-8)
· What important lessons do fathers need to include when teaching their sons?  (Proverbs 2:1-5, 16-19; 4:10-19; 5:1-23; 6:6-11; 20-35)
Challenge:   How do you see the evidence of God’s grace in both failures and faithfulness?
