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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
20.  “From Character Building to Preparation for a Calling”
Scripture:  Genesis 37:1-36
Focus:  “As God molds our character He also moves us toward His calling!”
Introduction:
As we consider our overall study: “Being Changed Into God’s Likeness”, it’s important for us to remember that God is not only a God who seeks to transform our character, He is also a God who calls us for His own purpose.  At the beginning of Genesis we learn that as God created the world He called it ‘good’; but all too soon those creatures created in God’s image rebelled against Him.  Wanting to be like God they sinned by disobeying His command not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  The underlying question surfaces:  “How can a Holy God bring His sinful creatures back into a right relationship with Himself?”  The answer comes from God in Genesis 3:15.  The seed of the woman would bruise the head of Satan.
How would this “seed of the woman” come into history….and how would God prepare for this event?  The story in Genesis begins to unfold the answer.  As God lays the groundwork for the coming seed, He must prepare a people who will know Him as He reveals Himself and through whom He can bless all the families of the earth.  In Genesis twelve, God chooses a man, Abram, an idol worshiper, He covenants to bless him with many descendants and designates them to be His chosen people who are to reflect His glory.
It can be said that God’s people have had two beginnings:  Abraham the man, and Israel the nation.  In the first beginning, God came to reveal Himself to and through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God’s name and His character is bound up with them.  Through Abraham, we learn of God as the Father, in whom we put our faith.  In Isaac, the promised heir of all things, we learn of God the Son.  As Isaac received the inheritance as a son, we too receive everything, as joint heirs in Christ, from God as a gift.  With Jacob, we discover God the Holy Spirit, as He deals with Jacob’s natural strength.  Through Jacob we learn we are to depend on the Lord, not on ourselves.
From Genesis 37-50 our focus shifts to the providence of God and the second beginning of God’s people—Israel the nation. How does God form ungodly individuals into a nation—a chosen people of God?  By focusing on Joseph we will come to see God’s providence as the Savior of men.  Joseph, like Christ, is beloved of his Father, sent to his brethren, rejected, sold and through his suffering became the savior and lord of the known world.  Joseph can be called a type of Christ, the Son of God.  The emphasis here is that those called and changed by God must also become instruments of His divine plan to bring a Redeemer to the world.  
I. THE DREAMS OF DESTINY (Gen. 37:1-11)
1. Reflect on the covenant of God with Abraham.  What did God promise him besides his descendants becoming a great nation? (Gen. 12:2-3, 7; 15:13-16; 17:8)
· How could the descendants of Abraham inherit the Promised Land on their own?
2. What character traits does Joseph display?  (37:2, 13-15)
· What did Jacob do that created family problems? (37:3-4)
3. Explain Joseph’s dream and what was its significance?  (37:5-11)
· How does Joseph’s dream help you interpret the identity of the woman in Revelation 12:1-2?
II.  THE DISPOSITIONS OF DESTRUCTION  (Gen. 37:12-28)
1. How would you describe the brother’s feeling toward Joseph?  (37:4, 5, 8)
· What did Joseph do that contributed toward their hostility?
2. What wicked scheme did the brothers devise against Joseph? (37:18-20)
· Do you think they were capable of this?  Why?  (34:25-29)
· Who comes up with an alternative plan and what was it?  (37:21-24)
3. What occurs next and whose idea was it?  (37:25-28)
·   How is Joseph a picture of Jesus Christ?  (Jn. 1:9-13; Matt. 26:14-16)
·   How is Genesis 37:18-20 similar to Matt. 21:36-38?
4. What encouragement had God previously given Joseph on which to rest his faith, when obedience led to unjust suffering?

· Why do you think God allowed Joseph to be so treated, when he had done nothing to deserve it?  (II Cor. 1:3-4, 8-10)
III.  THE DISTRESS OF DECEPTION (Gen. 37:29-36)
1. What was Reuben’s reaction to this act and how would you explain his response in light of Gen. 35:22?  (37:29-30)
2. What devious deception did the brothers come up with? (37:31-32)
· How is Jacob’s experience reflective of Galatians 6:7, 8?
· Reflect on Exodus 20:5-6 and explain how Jacob’s life bears this out?
3.  How would you describe Jacob’s response to his sons’ story?  (37:34-35)
·   Do you think that he believed them—deep down?  (42:36)
Challenge:   Reflect on your own life.  Can you see the end purpose or God’s goal for your life?  Can you see the role of suffering?  Do you believe Rom. 8:28?
