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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
19.  “Keep the Fires Burning!”
Scripture:  Genesis 33:15-35:29
Focus:  “When a father’s spiritual life stagnates, the family life suffers!”
Introduction:
Jacob the supplanter, the cheat, the tricky one has now been declared Israel the Prince of God, the one who strives with God.  God had called Jacob to be His own, to use him for His own special plan and purposes.  But to be the useable vessel God desired, Jacob’s natural strength had to be undone.  The breaking of the strength of one’s nature is the point to which all God’s people must come. So the Lord allowed Jacob to go through many hardships and difficulties.  But it was at Peniel where Jacob was finally brought to his knees and surrendered his strength to the Lord.  Peniel is God’s new starting point in Jacob’s life; it is not perfection, but a changed heart and mind.  There is still much lacking in Jacob, but the door of new beginnings has been opened.
With this study we begin to see the bridge between the shaping of Jacob to become Israel—the prince of God—and  the events through God’s providence that led to the migration of Israel, the tribe into Egypt, where they increased into becoming Israel the nation.  
The question we now will address is: “How does God make Jacob’s family, a mere handful of rough, tough ungodly men, living among a godless society, and begin to mold them into a people that would be vessels of God for His purpose?”  Jacob has yet to take charge of the spiritual responsibilities to his family.  Until this happens God could not use them.  But once again through life’s consequences, events and choices God disciplines, shapes and predestines this family to fulfill His plans and purposes.
In these chapters we discover an important lesson:  When the father’s spiritual life stagnates, the entire family suffers, but when the spiritual fires are lit, God’s blessings follow.
I. THE FIRE OF FAITH IS LIT (Gen. 33:15-20)
1. What miraculous things has Jacob experienced that caused him to realize that God’s power is greater than his cleverness? (Gen. 31:44, 55; 32:30; 32:11; 33:4, 10)
2. Where does Jacob settle and what does he do here that is different? (33:17)
· How was this purchase a compromise of God’s command?  (30:13)

· As Jacob arrives at the city of Shechem, what does he do and what is the meaning of the name he gives it?  (33:19-20)
· How does Jacob’s behavior show that he recognizes God’s hand in his life?      (31:29; 32:9-11; 33:10; 33:20)
II.  THE FUEL OF FOLLY IS UNLEASHED (Gen. 34:1-31)
1. As Jacob chooses to remain in Shechem for 10 years, to what dangers does he expose his family and God’s future plans for Israel? (34:16, 21-24)
2. What happens to Jacob’s daughter, Dinah?  How is Dinah partly to blame?  How was Jacob partly to blame?
· How do we expose our children needlessly to sin?
3. How was Shechem trying to be honorable? (34:4, 8-12, 16)
4. How did Jacob’s sons respond to Shechem and what plan did they come up with and execute? (34:7, 13-17, 24-29)
· In what ways does this tragedy illustrate the dangers of spiritual compromise or disobedience?
5. When Jacob learned of this horrible deed, what was his reaction and how did his sons respond to him?  (34:30-31)
III.  THE FERVER OF FAITHFULNESS IS LAID (Gen. 35:1-29)
1. As God comes to Jacob what is the criteria of this commitment for Jacob and the members of his household?  (35:1-7)
· In order for spiritual renewal to take place what is necessary first? (Psa. 51:7, 10; 66:18; 139:23-24; Isa. 59:1-2; I Pet. 3:7)
· What are some idols you need to put away? (II Cor. 7:1; Col. 3:5-14)
2. What did Jacob do when he and his family got together? (35:6-8)
· What is God’s challenge to families? (Deut. 6:4-7; Psa. 78:4-8)
3.  Having fulfilled his responsibilities as spiritual head of his family, what promises does God give to Jacob and his descendants?  (Gen. 35:9-13)
Challenge:   What specific step of obedience do you need to take to deepen your commitment   to Jesus Christ?
