Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
18.  “The Divine Wounding!”
Scripture:  Genesis 32:1-33:14
Focus:  “Natural strength may take divine wounding to weaken a person to depend solely on God”
Introduction:
Isaac’s life was peaceful, with little striving.  Jacob’s way was one long struggle after another.  For Isaac everything went smoothly; Jacob found even the simplest things presenting difficulties.  Yet God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It takes all three for us to know how God deals with His people.  Through their lives we learn that we cannot have Isaac without Abraham, nor can we have Isaac without Jacob, nor—praise God, Jacob without Isaac or Abraham.

To understand God, we ourselves are in a position of needing all three.  We need to know God through Abraham as Father, the One in whom we can trust His promises by faith.  In Isaac we discover our inheritance through God the Son.  We are complete in Christ, as we receive our position and our inheritance as God’s gifts.  Yet, due to the power of our natural strength, God’s hand—through His Holy Spirit, also has a disciplining and molding work to do within us.  Like Jacob, we can not escape His discipline, but equally certain we shall never be without the fullness of our divine inheritance in Christ.  If there is a difference in the discipling in lives, it is because some of us have more of Jacob in us to be dealt with than do others.  That is all!  To receive, as Isaac received, is something done in a minute.  But dealing with the natural strength of the old nature as Jacob, is a life long thing and is always being dealt with by God.
As we continue in our journey with Jacob in Genesis, we see through him how our flesh always takes care of itself: cheating, scheming, and planning.  Jacob’s uncle Laban was used by God to cause him to recognize the protective, providing hand of God.  Now the Lord sends him home.  He had heard God’s voice, and now in response he sacrificed an offering to God.

But “tricky Jake” faced yet another crisis.  To return home would mean facing Esau.  In spite of his journey of learning to have faith in God, the old, schemer had still yet to be broken of his self reliance by way of God’s divine wounding.

I. THE SETTING FOR A LIFE-CHANGE STRUGGLE (Gen. 32:1-21)
1. As Jacob began his journey home, what crises issue still stood before him?                    (vs. 3; 27:36, 41)
· What effect would meeting angels of God have on Jacob especially as he nears his encounter with Esau? (vs. 1-2)
2. How would you describe the tone of Jacob’s message to Esau? (vs. 3-5)
3. What report is brought back to Jacob? (vs. 6); How does this impact him? (vs. 7-8); and how does he respond? (vs. 9-12)
· What do you discover in Jacob’s prayer that can be a model for our own praying?
4.   What does Jacob proceed to do?  To what extent do you think his plans are consistent or inconsistent with his prayer? (vs. 13-21)
II.  THE STRUGGLE WITH LIFE-CHANGE SURRENDER  (32:22-29)
1. What strange event takes place during the night? (vs. 22-26)
· What do you see is the point of this wrestling match?
· How does this struggle with the unknown man give insight into Jacob’s character and personality?
2. What is the point of knowing a name, of changing Jacob’s name, and of touching Jacob’s thigh? (vs. 25-29)
· Why is it so hard to surrender to God and totally trust Him?
III.  THE SIGNS OF LIFE-CHANGE SUBMISSION (32:30-33:14)
1. In what ways does Jacob emerge both weaker and stronger?(vs. 30-32)
· How does Paul’s response in II Cor. 12:9-10 add insight here?

2. How would you account for the changes which have taken place in Esau as well as Jacob?
· What special meaning can be given to Jacob’s words in 33:10?
CHALLENGE:

What is your name?  What happened at your peniel?
