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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
16.  “God’s Gift Through Difficult People!”
Scripture:  Genesis 29:1-30; 30:25-43
Focus:  “Difficult people can refine difficult personal-character issues!”
Introduction:
As we study the life of Jacob in the next several chapters in the book of Genesis, we will discover how the Holy Spirit molds the character of His people.  This molding and disciplining is concerned not with our “old man” and its sinfulness (that was nailed on the cross through Jesus—Gal. 2:20), but deals with our “natural strength”: the strength of self.  Before we are saved they are as one, and we cannot distinguish between them; but in becoming a Christian we have yet to learn how to live the ‘new life in Christ’ in spiritual strength.  Along with our indwelling new life, there remains within us the natural man—the good, honest, worthy human—yet sinful nature—that still wants to please God in its own strength.  It is this nature that God has yet to deal with in Jacob.
So, how does he do that?  In his book, The Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren describes this process: “We are like jewels, shaped with the hammer and chisel of adversity.  If a jeweler’s hammer isn’t strong enough to chip off the rough edges, God will use a sledge hammer.  If we’re really stubborn, He uses a jackhammer.  He will use whatever it takes…to conform us into the character of Christ”.

For Jacob God used a human sledgehammer to reach His divine end.  God had Jacob’s heart and attention.  We know he desired the covenant promises and blessings from God.  He was also open to God’s presence and leading at Bethel, but Jacob still had that strong ‘natural man’ that believed “God helps those who help themselves.”  So what did God do?  He placed Jacob with a man who was a worldly man, who was as strong and clever as Jacob.
There were a lot of sharp corners to be chipped off of Jacob.  Whereas Esau could not do it, Jacob had an uncle named Laban who could.  God may use difficult people and even difficult circumstances to transform difficult character issues.
I. JACOB WANTED TO BE SERVED, GOD MAKES HIM A SERVANT (29:1-14)
1. As Jacob arrives in Haran, in what way is his initial experience similar to and yet different from that of Abraham’s servant many years earlier?(29:1-14; see also 24:10-28)
· How did Jacob respond to Rachael?
· How is Jacob greeted and treated at first by Laban and his family?
2. What subtle shift in his relationship with Laban does Jacob encounter in verses 14 and 15?
· What picture do you get here of Laban?
· How do Jacob’s circumstances here chip away at his character?  (Gen. 15:23; 29:18)

II.  JACOB THE DECEIVER BECOMES JACOB THE DECEIVED (29:15-30)
1. What arrangement did Jacob make with Laban about his wages?  (29:15-18)
· How does 29:20 portray the deep love Jacob had for Rachel?
2. In Laban’s treatment of Jacob, how does Laban show his true colors? (29:21-26)
· In what way is Jacob reaping what he has sowed?  (Gen. 27:19-29)
· Can you remember any instance in your life when you also reaped what you sowed—although the circumstances were different?
3.   What do you think it means to “sow to the Spirit”? (Gal. 6:1-8)
III.  JACOB’S IMPATIENCE TEACHES HIM TO BE PATIENT (30:25-43)
1. In what ways is Jacob a good servant to Laban?  (30:27-29)
· How does this passage illustrate Col. 3:22-25; I Pet. 2:18-20; 3:9?
· What is your relationship to your employer—who may be ungodly?

2. What strategic move did Laban make to counter Jacob?  (30:35-36)
· What strategic reaction does Jacob take? (30:37-40)
· To whom does Jacob later give glory? (31:5, 8)

CHALLENGE:

What stressful situation are you facing in your home or on your job and what is God teaching you?
