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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
15.  “Beginning the Journey of Life Transformation!”
Scripture:  Genesis 27:41-28:22
Focus:  “Using life’s circumstances God molds self-sufficient personalities into God-dependent people.”
Introduction:
“Well, you know what the Bible says: “God help those who helps themselves!”  How often have you heard that statement?  We take that statement as Biblical truth and yet it is not even recorded in the Bible.  (It’s a quote from Ben Franklin).  Even more startling is that the concept is not biblical truth.  Actually, Scripture teaches the opposite, that God helps those who are helpless and unable to help themselves.  This truth we Christians find difficult to learn.
The story of Jacob is just such a story that describes the difficulty to grow from self-sufficiency to God-dependency.  In this process, God takes men of faith, who have learned to trust His promises…men who have discovered that as sons of God they are heirs, recipients of His gracious inheritance…but then molds them to become men who learn that their strength can not be in the ‘natural man’, but in the spiritual man.  Christ dealt with the “old sinful man” on the cross (Gal. 2:20), but even though Christ has come to “dwell in us”, He now must deal with the natural man to bring us to the place that Christ Himself lives in us and through us.  
By nature, we’re like Jacob, we are strong, so able to help ourselves, so able to think, plan and do—apart from Christ.  So God must bring us to the place of weakness and brokenness…to the place where we cannot, will not think, plan or act apart from Him.  Through the life of Jacob we discover the path and process of learning to walk in the Spirit.  In Jacob we discover the work of God, the Holy Spirit, to conform the believer into the image of Christ.  The Spirit will take us through sufferings, difficulties, sorrows and stressful circumstances and will chip away the rough edges of our character so the character of Christ will be worked in us and the natural man is changed into the spiritual man.  This is the lesson in Jacob
I. REALIZE HOW LIFE’S CIRCUMSTANCES BECOME GOD’S OPPORTUNITIES
1. What crisis erupts in Isaac’s household? (Gen. 27:41)
· How does Rebekah convey the need to send Jacob away to Isaac? (Gen. 27:46)
· Why do you suppose that Rebekah hides the real issue?

2. What solemn instructions and what significant promises does Isaac pass on to his son Jacob?  (Gen. 28:1-4)
· What is significant about “the blessing given to Abraham”?
3. When Esau heard of Jacob’s departure his parents concerns, what did he learn and how did he try to remedy his situation?  (28:6-9)
· What insight do you get through Esau’s relational and spiritual perceptions about his character? (Heb. 12:15-17)
II.  RECOGNIZE GOD’S DIVINE ENCOUNTERS 
1. As Jacob journeys to Paddam-Aram what experience does he encounter? (28:10-12)
· How would you explain the symbolism of the vision itself?
· What are other ways that God encountered others that He called? (Ex. 3:2-3; Judges 6:11-12; I Sam. 3:2-8, 16:7, 13; Jer. 1:5, Acts 9:3-6; II Tim. 1:5)
· What promises and assurances does God give to Jacob? (13-15)
2. How does Jacob react to his encounter with God? (28:16-19)
· Describe a time in your life when you had a spiritual awakening experience with God?
III.  RESPOND TO GOD WITH THE BEST YOU KNOW HOW
1. How does Jacob respond to his encounter with God? (28:20-22)
· Find the words “if” and “then” in verses 20-21.  What is Jacob saying?
2. What words would you use to describe the character of Jacob?  Who’s in charge?
· How is Jacob’s character much like that which Paul describes in                 Romans 7:14-20?
CHALLENGE:

What God wants for us is first that we should know Christ as our life, but in addition, that the Spirit should work Christ into us to become our character.  What circumstances in life is God taking you through as He forms Christ in you?
