Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
14.  “Family Factors that Shape Character!”
Scripture:  Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40
Focus:  “A person’s heritage and family experiences shape character attitudes and behavior patterns.”
Introduction:
In dealing with our theme: Being Changed into God’s Likeness, we are pursuing the notion that when God introduces Himself in Scripture as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He gives us a picture of Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We’re exploring the idea that through the combined experience of these three patriarchs are the key spiritual experiences that we all must pass through to be called God’s chosen and to experience God’s transforming process.
In Abraham we discover God as Father, the one who calls us, who makes promises and in whom we must put complete faith.  In Isaac we see the Son, who God has promised, for whom He provides and to whom the Father bestows an inheritance.  This teaches us that as joint heirs with Christ, we too can claim the promises and we have nothing which was not given to us; nothing we have is by our attaining.
With this lesson we begin our study of Jacob, the son of Isaac and the grandson of Abraham.  As we study the life of Jacob, we discover how strikingly his history is like our own.  Jacob is a religious man who loves God.  He takes seriously the promises and things of God, but lives with the philosophy: “God helps those who help themselves.”  Because of his natural strength and ability, God has to deal with Jacob’s self-sufficient character through his life’s experiences by way of chastening and disciplining.
Where did it all begin?  In this study we get a glimpse of the womb and the home.  Here are the critical character factors that shape personality and perspective.  Jacob’s personality was that of being clever and self directed.  Part of his disposition came from a sinful nature, but also from his sociological conditioning.  In this story let’s examine three realities that shape a person’s character.
I. REGARD THE INBORN SINFUL NATURE (25:19-26)
1. What problem did Isaac and Rebekah face and how did they meet it? (25:19-21)
2. What four-fold prophecy did the Lord give Rebekah regarding her unborn children? (25:22-23)
· Do you think Isaac believed that prophecy later on? (27:2-4)
3. How does Jacob’s nature reveal itself at birth? (25:25-26)
II.  RECOGNIZE FAMILY LIFE CHARACTERISTICS (25:27-34)
1. How would you describe the home life created by Isaac and Rebekah? (25:27-28)
· How do you see favoritism within families become seeds of disruption? 
2. Compare the inborn natures of Esau and Jacob?  How does Jacob’s personality begin to show itself in family sibling rivalry? (25:29-34; Heb. 12:16-17)
· What was this “birthright” that Jacob desired and Esau despised? (26:3-4)
III.  REALIZE PERSONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES  (27:1-40)
1. What concerns does Isaac want to resolve and how does Rebekah respond to it?       (27:1-10)
· How can you show equal love and care to family members who have radically different personalities?
2. How does Jacob succeed in gaining his father’s blessing? (27:18-29)
· What blessing does he receive and what is the significance of it?
3. How do you see Rebekah reinforcing Jacob’s scheming nature?
4. Describe Esau’s reaction and the blessing he obtains.  (27:30-40)

CHALLENGE:

1. What one thing can you do in your family to improve your family atmosphere?

2. To prevent the perpetuation of sinful family characteristics what must you do personally to prevent it?  (Rom. 6:12-14; 16-18; Exodus 20:5-6)
