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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
13.  “Like Father….Like Son!”
Scripture:  Genesis 26:1-35
Focus:  “A father’s footsteps leaves boot prints on his son’s character!”
Introduction:
“Like father, like son”.  I’m sure you’ve heard that statement before.  Or perhaps, you remember this one, “an apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree!”  Many of us fathers need to remember this truth while our children are growing up.  Children learn from their parents by what they see, hear and experience.  We’re happy when we observe them reflecting the good qualities of our character; but we grieve when we detect them imitating the weaknesses and sinful strongholds that we continue to wrestle with over the years.  “Like father, like son” is the lesson we discover about Isaac.
Studying the life of Isaac may not seem as dramatic as the life of Abraham. But Isaac lives in the fullness of God’s truth revealed to Abraham.  He is a quite, unassuming man, patient and peaceful in his contact with others.  He is also a man who was strong in his father’s faith.  It has been well said that the experience of Moriah put its stamp upon Isaac and taught him that in patiently trusting in and submitting to the Lord’s will would cause one to see the Lord’s salvation.
Not only do we see Abraham’s strength and steadfast faith in God in Isaac, but we also see “like a father, like son” in terms of weaknesses and sins.  You can talk about the generation gap all you want, but there is no generation gap when it comes to sin.   Tragically, Isaac makes very much the same mistakes that his father Abraham did.
From this lesson we need to learn that a father’s footsteps leaves boot prints on his children’s character.
I. STANDING BY FAITH (26:1-5)
1. What natural crisis was taking place and what comparison was made?(Gen. 26:1)
· How did Abraham react to a similar time of crises and what problems did his reaction cause?   (Gen. 12:10-20)

2. What command did God make to Isaac and what promises does He make to him? (Gen. 26:2-5)  How are these promises similar to Gen. 12:2-3?
II.  STUMBLING THROUGH FEAR (26:6-11)
1. How does Isaac follow his father’s footsteps in his dealing with Abimelech? (vs.6-7)
· In what ways have you seen children influenced by the strength of their parents or influenced by their weaknesses? 
2. What is the difference between Abraham’s and Isaac’s excuses? (Gen 12:13; 20:2, 12; 26:7)
· What are some consequences of fear and how can we conquer them?             (Prov. 29:25; Psa. 91:1-10)
III.  STRUGGLING WITH FACTIONS  (26:12-33)
1. What problems begin to develop for Isaac as he becomes more and more successful? (26:12-16)
· How does Isaac handle this rejection? (12:17; Matt. 5:38-42; Rom. 12:14, 16-21)
2. What further problems confront him? (26:18-22)
· What specific promises does God make to Isaac to reaffirm the covenant? (23-25)
3. By observing Isaac’s responses to these confrontation issues, what do you learn about Isaac’s character? (Gen. 26:26-33)
IV.  SADNESS WITHIN THE FAMILY  (26:34-35) 

1. By not following Abraham’s example (24:3-4) what trouble does Isaac face at home? (26:34-35)
2. What lesson can we learn here?  (II Cor. 6:14-18)
CHALLENGE:

What area of strength in you have your children benefited from and what area of weakness do you need to improve on?

