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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
12.  “The Wealth of the Child of God!”
Scripture:  Genesis 24:36; 25:1-18
Focus:  “Isaac, as the picture of Christ, teaches that all that Christians are and possess are received as their inheritance from God.”
Introduction:
On many occasions God introduces Himself to His people as: “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” (Ex. 3:6, 15-16; Matt. 22:31-32).  It seems amazing that God would allow His identity and character to be linked with three men…unless God has a purpose.  Through these three patriarchs God reveals something Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Studying how God relates to these three men shows us what is involved in becoming the people of God and living in relationship with Him.
As we conclude our study of Abraham and turn our attention on Isaac, we reflect on Abraham’s life and discover several lessons about God as Father.  It is God who sees the need of all humanity and takes the initiative.  By His grace He calls this idolater to be His very own, a vessel for God’s use through which redemption would come to a sinful world. (Gen. 3:15; 12:3)  Further, God reveals Himself as the father who not only makes promises, but in His time faithfully keeps them.  He can be trusted as a God in whom to put our faith.  Also, God is the originator of all that matters in life.  He gave Abraham the land, material blessings, protection, guidance and spiritual blessings.  He is the source, the fount of all blessings and apart from Him we can do nothing.  God is the Father who provides and makes it possible; we can have intimate fellowship with Him.
In this 25th chapter following Abraham’s death, our focus is shifted to his son, Isaac.  What do we learn from him about God and our walk with Him?  In this lesson we will discover that Isaac is the figure of Christ, the Son.  He is the heir of all that the father bestows on him.  As the fulfillment of God’s divine promise, Isaac tells us something about what it means to be Christians.  As joint heirs with Christ, we learn we too are born not after the flesh, but after the spirit (Gal. 4:29) and all that has been given to us comes by the Father’s grace.
Remember what we said at the beginning, God is not only the God of Abraham, He also reveals Himself as the God of Isaac and Jacob.  God’s revelation of Himself is not complete and sufficient in just Abraham.  Abraham embodies God’s plan, God’s standard.  Isaac represents God’s life, God’s power.  As Isaac compliments Abraham, we develop a clearer picture of God and how God’s people are to relate to Him.
I. THE WITNESS OF BEING THE SON
1. How are Isaac and Jesus similar in terms of their originations? (Gen. 18:10-14; Matt. 1:20-23; Gal. 4:4)
2. What does Isaac teach us about God the Son? (Gen. 21:1; Eph. 3:20-21; Gen. 21:10-12; Gal. 4:28-31; Gen. 22:2, 14, Isa. 53:4-6, 10; Gen. 24:53, 64-67, Eph. 1:4-6; 4:25-27)
II.  THE WEALTH OF BEING AN HEIR
1. What is the difference between being an heir and being children of the concubines?  (Gen. 24:36; 25:5-6, 11)
· How does Paul apply this reality to Christians? (Gal. 4:28-31)
· In what way should we Christians view ourselves? (Gal. 3:7, 9, 18, 29; Rom. 8:16-17)  What does this mean?
· If we are joint heirs with Christ, what is our inheritance? (II Pet. 1:3-8; I John 1:9; I Pet. 5:7; John 14:27; Rom. 8:26-29; John 14:2-3; II Cor. 5:10)
2. What does the story of Isaac teach us about what it means to be the people of God?
· I Cor. 4:7
· Eph. 1:4-5
· Rom. 12:4-5
III.  THE WAYS OF TWO SONS (25:1-18)
1. How was the addition of more children born to Abraham a fulfillment of God’s promises?  (Gen. 22:7)
2. As Abraham died – who buried him? (vs. 9)  Where was he buried? (vs. 10-11) 
· When people died in the Old Testament, did they go to Heaven?  Where did they go?  (Luke 16:19-24; John 14:1-3; Job 14:4-14; 19:25-27)

3. Reflect on the character Ishmael, how would you describe him? (Gen. 16:12; 25:18)

CHALLENGE:

1. How has this study helped you in your understanding of being a Christian?

2. How does understanding Isaac help you in dealing with Romans 9:6-9; 16-17?
