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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
11.  “Resting In God’s Promises in Death and in Life!”
Scripture:  Genesis 23 -24
Focus:  “A man of faith rests in God’s promises while facing death and seeking His guidance in life!”
Introduction:
Do we love the gifts God has given us, at the expense of the giver?  Or is our fellowship with God continually deepening—whether He gives gifts or whether He takes them away?  Only if our focus and trust is in God the Giver can whatever “Isaac” represents in our lives be maintained upon the earth!  This was the lesson of faith Abraham learned so well in Genesis 22.  This is also the challenge of faith God puts before us as well.
As Abraham’s faith took on a deeper dimension through this experience of offering up Isaac, he discovered that God not only makes promises, that He is the God of miraculous births, but also, that He is the God of resurrection.  In Hebrews 11:19 we read that Abraham realized “that God is able to raise men even from the dead; which, figuratively speaking, he did receive Him back.”  Through this experience Abraham further increased His understanding of God as Father, that even death is no obstacle or problem for Him.  His faith rested in a God who is not merely the Giver of gifts, but also the Father, who is to be loved, trusted and obeyed for who He is, not merely for what He gives.  It was this passing the test of faith that qualified Abraham to be the father of them that believe.  It was this that fitted Him to be the key vessel in God’s divine program of recovery, the only one to whom God would point for us to follow as His example of faith.
Having discovered that God the Father is also the God of resurrection, a God who keeps His promises, whether in life or in death, Abraham now learns to rest in Him.  In Genesis 23-24 Abraham passes through a time of death and deep grief as well as enters a time of needing divine guidance.  Faced with grief in the death of his precious wife, Sarah, Abraham takes this opportunity to stake a claim to the future inheritance of the land.  Then in Genesis 24, he seeks   to ensure the future for the inheritors of God’s promises, by asking for God’s guidance to find a suitable bride for his son Isaac, the heir of God’s promises.
I. RESTING IN GOD’S PROMISES   (Genesis 23:1-20)
1. Assuming that about seventeen years have passed between Chapter 22 and 23, what bitter experience is Abraham faced with? (23:12)

· What do you see in these verses that reflect the depth of Abraham and Isaac’s love for Sarah?

2. What are the meaning of Abraham’s words in 24: 3-4 and why is the purchase of this property important as a reflection of his faith? (II Sam 12:19 -23; Heb 11: 9-10; Gen. 50: 25; Ex. 13:19; Josh 24:32; Jeremiah 31: 6-15)
3. How do the inhabitants in the land regard Abraham and why does he refuse to accept the burial place as a gift? (23: 7-20; 14: 21-21; Matt 4: 8-10).
4. What fact do we lay hold of to claim our victory over death and be assured of Heaven?  (John 14:1-6, 19; Matt. 28:6; I Cor. 15:12-19)
II.  RELYING ON GOD’S GUIDANCE   (Genesis 24: 1-67)
1. As Abraham was advancing in years, what became his primary concern? (24: 1-4) 
· Why would this be of concern to him? (Gen. 26: 34 35; I Kings 11: 4 -6;              II Cor. 6:14 -18; also read Gen. 17:8, 22:18)
· What is essential if you expect your children and grandchildren to pass on the Christian faith? (Prov. 1:7-9; 31:10, 28; Psa. 78: 1-8; Rom. 4:11-12)
2. To whom does Abraham entrust this task and what faith factors does he set before him? (24:5-9)
· How does Abraham show that he is confident that God will give guidance? Vs. 7
3. How do you suppose this servant felt about this task and what are the key factors that led to his success?  (24:12-14; 17,21, 26-27, 40, 46, 48)
· How is it possible for us to be sure that God will guide us? (Look for verses that speak to you)
4. What impresses you about Rebecca?  (24:15-21; 58, 61)
· What advice can you gain from Proverbs to help your sons or grandsons in choosing a good wife? (Prov. 5:1-9; 15-23; 6:32-35; 12:1-2; 31:10-31)
· Do you think Rebecca was gullible or did she have solid evidence on which to base her trust?  What would you point to?
· What evidence does God give for us to trust Christ and to follow after Him?
5. How did Isaac spend his time while waiting for the servants return? (24:62) How did he respond to her?    
· God saw Isaac’s needs and sent Rebecca, how has He seen and responded top your needs?
CHALLENGE:
1. What do you cling to that gives you comfort and hope in your times of grief?
2. What are some insights you have gained from this study to help you in seeking God’s guidance?
