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Being Changed Into God’s Likeness
10. “Your Life’s Focus:  The Gift or the Giver!”
Scripture:  Genesis 22:1-19
Focus:  “Life’s crises will determine whether our focus in life dwells on God’s gifts or on God the Giver”.
Introduction:
The journey of faith, to which God calls us, is an exciting and ever developing journey.  It begins by moving from believing in God to believing God, by acting on His promises and call.  The goal or destination of this journey must be more than an increasing intellectual knowledge about God to a deepening trust in God and obedience that impacts a person’s character and responds to God in life.
In scripture, Abraham is the example of what faith is meant to be and who the object of that faith reveals Himself to be.  It can be said that contained in the history of Abraham’s journey of faith is the history through which all God’s people must pass under God’s hand.  Abraham’s faith rested in God who is sovereign.  It is God who chose Abraham.   God took the initiative.  Abraham’s faith rested in the sovereignty of God.  As God promised His blessings, Abraham learned to patiently trust God to fulfill those promises.
From the 25 years it took for Abraham to receive his promised heir, we learn that our faith must also continually look to God’s timing because time is the container in which faith is shaped and molded.  Through Abraham’s circumstances, hardships, challenges and opportunities God tested, tried and shaped his faith.  From this we learn that our behavior likewise is transformed and conformed to the character that reflects God’s presence through our circumstances in life. 
In chapters 19-21 of Genesis, Abraham’s faith in God hits its highs and lows.  As he stood in the gap for his family in Sodom—who do not deserve mercy, God relates to him in deep fellowship as His friend.  Yet, in spite of this, we still see his character has flaws, and weaknesses.  God remains faithful in His grace.  Now, in chapter 22, Abraham faces a new faith development experience.  God calls Abraham to sacrifice his son, the promised heir—who he loves.  Once again, God is testing!  Who occupies Abraham’s vision, his priorities and his passion—is it Isaac—the gift?... or God—the giver?
I. THE PROVING OF THE GIFTED (Genesis 22:1-8)
1. Read 22:1; what “things” has Abraham passed through?  Notice the choice Abraham had to make between the child of promise and child of his flesh in chapter 21?
· What is the key word in vs. 1 that gives you an understanding and purpose of what is about to happen?
· What is the difference between “testing” and “tempting”? James 1:2, 13
2. What phrases does God use to indicate the difficulty of His request on Abraham? (22:2)
3. From vs. 3-8, how would you describe the quality of Abraham’s faith? (Heb.11:17-19)
· How is Abraham’s response in vs. 8 the key to faith/hope of every believer today?  (John 3:16; Rom. 1:16; 3:10, 19-20; Jer. 13:23; Mark 7:20-23)
II.     THE PRESENTING OF THE GIFT  (22:9-14)
1. From the description in vs. 9-10, how would you conclude that Abraham was fully prepared to obey God completely?
· What do you see as being most important to God—the sacrifice or Abraham’s willingness to obey God’s command?  (I Sam. 15:22)
· What does “Isaac” stand for in your life?  What would God ask you to lay on the altar to determine whose/what has priority in your life?
2. What dramatic intervention takes place in vs. 9-12?  What is the test that Abraham passed?  (Matt. 22:37; 4:4, 6, 10)
· How is 22:14 fulfilled on another mount?  (John 19:17-18, Rom. 3:24, 25)
III.  THE PROMISES OF THE GIVER (22:15-19)
1. What lesson of faith does the angel compliment in Abraham? (22:15-16)
· To walk in a faith with confident hope for the future, on what must it be based?  (Heb. 6:13-20)
2.    What further promises does God give Abraham and how could you apply it to your life?  (22:17-19)
CHALLENGE:
Are you a Christian simply because of the gifts God has given you, or because of who God is?     Do you believe like Abraham, that God will provide?  Could you say the words of Habakkuk 3:17-19 as your own?
