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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
9.  “Peaceful Results Because of a Painful Cross!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 5:1-11
Focus:  “The painful death of Christ on the cross results in peace with God for all believers.”
Reflection:

We all long to be joyful, to experience the pure delight that life sometimes offers.  But we soon learn that life’s joys are elusive, momentary, gone as quickly as they come.  How can we have an abiding, enduring joy—especially when suffering and tough times enter our lives?  The foundation for true joy is laid when we understand and experience the peace with God, through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
All too often people will stop short and want to settle for some happiness.  But this happiness depends on “what’s happening” and favorable circumstances.  However, the joy that God offers through the cross of Christ determines a peace with God that not only establishes an inner contentment and serenity, but gives an assurance of having access to God.  No longer facing the wrath of a Holy God, this peace through the cross further gives us hope for the future.  There is a joy in knowing that our sin has been paid for and is forgiven, that death does not have the last word, and that all who are in Christ will be with the Lord forever.                                                               
In this study we will examine the results and benefits of being made right with God (our justification by faith).  With these benefits, Paul gives several firm and lasting reasons to rejoice.
I. The Results of Justification by Faith (Romans 5:1-5)
1.   How has faith in Jesus Christ changed our relationship and status with God?  5:1, 2; 1:18; Eph. 2:1-3.
· Explain how we have obtained access to God’s grace through Jesus?  Heb. 2:14-18; 9:11-12; 10:4-10, 19-22.
· How is peace with God different from peace of mind?

· What hope does God give believers through Christ’s death?  Explain.  I Cor. 15:12-19; Col. 3:1-4; I John 3:1-3.
2. How does this hope give new meaning to a person while suffering in life?  5:3-5
· What good can come out of suffering that is anchored in hope?  3-4; James 1:2-4; I Peter 4:12-13.
· What’s the connection between hope and suffering?
II.   The Depth of Justification by Faith (Romans 5:6-11)
Verse five focuses on God’s love poured in our hearts, new in verses 6-11, Paul goes on to talk about God’s amazing love.

1.   In verses 6, 8, 10—how is mankind’s condition described?
· What is the significance of the phrase “at the right time”? vs. 6; Gal. 4:4; Matthew 1:22-23
2.   In spite of man’s condition, how did God demonstrate His great love that gives us joy, peace and hope?   Vs. 6-7; 8-9; 10-11. 
· How did God’s love in Christ meet each aspect of our condition?
3.   Verses 10-11 use the word “reconciled”.  What does that mean?  Eph. 2:11-16; II Cor. 5:19-21
· In these verses, who is reconciled to whom and did God make this possible?
· What does it mean that we will be saved by Christ’s life?  (5:10)
· Why should God’s outpouring of love and His complete acceptance make us rejoice? (5:11)
Challenge:  How has knowing that you have peace with God through Christ given you real joy and confident hope in living your life?
