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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
8.  “Faith Is All We Need!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 4:13-25
Focus:  Faith is merely that which connects the power of God to our humanity!”
Reflection:

On what basis does a Holy God accept sinful human beings?  This is the question people have wrestled with throughout history.  The most common answer comes from both religious and non-religious people alike.  “It has to do with how you live your life!” they say.  “Are you living a good life, sincere and trying your best?”  Then, of course, the religious people add to it by describing the kind of religious behavior, actions, and life style that will most certainly please God.
In this fourth chapter of Romans Paul argues that no sinful human being can meet the standards of a Holy God.  The laws given in the Old Testament were not meant to be the criteria of God’s acceptance.  Instead, God’s laws were given to expose man’s inability to meet God’s standard.  People forget that laws are not merely commands to keep, but they are commands with a penalty attached to them. Therefore, the issue of having a right relationship with God does not revolve around one’s goodness, but on God’s forgiveness and on the method of forgiveness He has revealed.
Herein lies the power of God for our salvation.  God’s forgiveness is not just some “heavenly bookkeeping” that will enable “law-breakers” to slip into Heaven one day who are trying to be good enough.  But it is believing God that He has promised to declare sinners “not guilty” by simply believing that “God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to lay down His life for us, so that He could give His life to us, so that He could live His life through us!”  It boils down to faith, taking God at His Word, resting on it and acting on it.  This has been God’s way of accepting hopeless sinners through-out Biblical history.  Both Abraham and David testify to the fact that “faith is all we need”.
I. Faith Believes What God has Made Known (4:13-15)
1.   What is the primary difference between these statements: a) Abraham believed in a god;   b) Abraham believed in God; c) Abraham believed God?
2. What particular promise did God make to Abraham? 4:13-15
· How important is God’s revelation here?  John 1:14; 8:56, 58; 14:9-10
· Why would God’s promise be worthless if it was up to a person to keep the law perfectly to receive it? ( 4:14;Gal. 3:10)
· What does the law bring to those who try to live by it? (15)  Why?  (Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:19, 24)
II.   Faith is Only as Valid as the Object in Which it is Placed (4:16-17)
1.   According to vs. 16, on what and in whom did the promise to Abraham rest?
· Why is it important that God’s promise rests on God’s grace and not in man’s faith?
· Who qualify as the “descendants” that Paul is referring to? (Gal. 3:6-9)
2.   What qualifications does God have that guarantee He is able to keep His promises? (17)
3.   What is the difference between faith in God, as portrayed here, and positive thinking popular today?

III.   Faith is Living in the Reality of God’s Promises  (4:18-25)
1.  What’s does Paul mean “in hope he believed against hope”?  vs. 18-19
· How are “faith” and “hope” related and yet different?
· What promise are you waiting for God to fulfill in your life?  How did you conclude that it was promised by God?
2.  Explain the importance of the word “convinced” or “fully persuaded” in Abraham’s growth in faith? (20-21; Heb. 11:17-19)
· Does a “growing faith” ever struggle with doubts?  What part does trials and testings play in faith’s growing process? (James 1:2-4)
3. What key conclusion does Paul come back to in vs. 22?  Explain what that means.
· How does God’s relationship with Abraham help you understand His workings in your life? (22-25)
4. How do the last four verses wrap up Paul’s entire argument in this passage?  (18-25)
5. What is verse 25 saying about our sins?
· What about our justification?
· Explain the need for both.
Challenge:  The faith we need is not in ourselves and our goodness, but in God and His grace through Christ.  If your faith was truly a conviction about God’s promises, how would your life be lived differently?
