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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
7.  “The Only Way to a Right Relationship with God!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 4:1-12
Focus:  There has always been only one way to a right relationship with God!
Reflection:

We come now to a critical point in our journey to discover how to live the normal Christian life.  The Apostle Paul has demonstrated with convicting clarity that every human being stands before a Holy God as a sinner.  Desperately he needs God’s forgiveness and he’s faced with his total inability to live a life that meets God’s holy standards. 
“It’s hopeless!”  That would be our natural conclusion.  No words are more discouraging than these.  The human predicament appears to be beyond hope, beyond help.  This is why Paul is “not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation…” (Rom. 1:16).  The good news is that God saw our hopelessness and helplessness and offered the shed blood of His sinless Son to deal with all our sins, making His forgiveness available to everyone.  That is God’s power.  But it is available to all “who believe”.  To have applied to you all that Jesus did on the cross, means receiving it by faith—believing that God said so and will do what He promised.
But did He?  That’s the question.  How can we be sure?  Did Paul dream this up because of some guilt and frustrated helplessness he experienced in his life?  In this chapter Paul anchors his conclusions on the message of the Old Testament on the experiences of two men, the human forefather of the whole Jewish race: Abraham and the most prominent and loved King of Israel: David.  If Paul can show that Abraham and David were made right with God by simply having faith in what God said, then he has established his case that there has always been only one way to a right relationship with God.  It’s by faith in God, not works by man.
I. Abraham Rested on Faith (Rom. 4:1-5)
1.   What did Paul state in Rom. 3:28-30 as to how a sinner is made right with a Holy God?
2. Briefly review God’s call to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 and what was promised by God to him.
· What is the major premise of Paul’s argument that is brought out in verse 2?
3. Read Genesis 15:1-6.  What else does God promise Abraham and what is Abraham’s response?  How does God respond to Him?
· Explain the word “credited”.
· How does Paul explain the difference between “wages” and a “gift”? 4:4-5
II.   David Relied on Faith (Rom. 4:6-8)
1.   Who is David and why does Paul use Him as an illustration?  (II Samuel 11:1-5; 14-15, 27; Psalm 32:1, 2; 51:1-14)
· From this quotation (Psalm 32:1-2) what point do you think Paul was establishing?
· Compare Abraham’s faith with David’s.  What did each person believe that God promised and what did God do?

2.   What is the difference between faith as a trusting response to what God has said and done and faith as a religious activity that seeks to earn status with God?
III.   Circumcision is a Response of Faith  (Romans 4:9-12)
1.  What’s the basic question Paul is addressing here? (4:9, Acts 15:1)
· What do Abraham’s and David’s experiences prove?
2.  What then is the purpose of circumcision (or baptism)? (4:10-12).
· When was Abraham circumcised…before or after faith?  When was Isaac circumcised…before or after faith?
· What is a “sign” and to what does a “seal” point to?
· How can this Scripture also be applied to baptism?

The Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone:

Justification:
· Is the act of God whereby He credits and forgives the sin debt of sinful people, by grace through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.

· Faith alone is the response required from sinful people.  Our sin is cancelled and Christ’s righteousness in imparted to us.  Faith is not a “good work” that merits us righteous.  It is simply believing God and receiving what He said He would do.

Challenge:  On what do you base your salvation:  Your belief in God and Christ, or that you believe God and Christ?  How does your behavior reflect your belief?
