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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
6.  “God’s Solution to Man’s Problem!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 3:21-31
Focus:  Through the cross and shed blood of His own Son, a Holy God could forgive sin and declare sinners righteous!
Reflection:

The way people view the world and its problems results in their strategies to change the world.  Think about it—the world we live in is divided not so much by geographical boundaries as by people’s most deeply held beliefs—by their worldviews!  These worldviews are shaped by cultures, traditions, religious convictions and philosophical perspectives.  They all seek answers to the plaguing questions:  Who are we?  Why are we here?  What has gone wrong with this world, and what can be done to fix it?
The Apostle Paul has carefully and systematically laid out the Christian worldview in this letter to the Romans.  This view is more than some private belief, or a philosophical perspective that strives to please some mysterious, idealistic power or concept.  It is a comprehensive life system based on the fact that the only way for people to know their creator rests on the evidence that this creator has revealed himself.  With that understanding, we further discover that only Christianity offers a way to understand both the physical (creation) and moral order (image of God).  Only Christianity offers a worldview that established the value and dignity of every human being; the purpose for man’s existence; the destination of history and humanity; the cause of suffering, evil, and death; as well as its solution.
With that background, the Apostle Paul announced the Gospel, Good News he is not ashamed of.  God has made known that sinful human beings can be made right with a Holy God through putting their faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  The good news begins with the bad news, as Paul laid out an accurate diagnosis of the human dilemma.   In chapters 1-3 Paul exposes man’s sin and his totally depraved nature which results in suffering, evil, and death.  What is God’s solution to man’s problem?  It’s a problem only God could solve: salvation through the shed blood and cross of God’s own Son!  This is not some mythological story, but rests on a historical event in time/space history.  “Through the shed blood of His own Son on a cross, the Holy God could not only forgive sin, but declare sinners as righteous!”
I. The Problem Reviewed
1.   From your study thus far of Romans, what would you say is the overwhelming problem facing sinful people and a Holy God?
2. Why would man’s sin and sinful nature be a problem to both God and man?
3. Imagine that you are a judge and someone you love is on trial and the evidence proves his guilt.  Would you be more tempted to compromise your justice or your love?  Explain.
II.   The Solution Offered  (3:21-26)
1.   How is the righteousness from God (22-24) different from righteousness by law?  (2:5-13)
· What are the terms or conditions of this “new thing” offered by God?
· What does it mean to have faith in Jesus Christ? (22)
· What heritage do you share with every person that ever lived? (23)

2.   Verses 23 and 24 tell us the real need of man, but also God’s solution.  Define the words Paul uses to explain this process.
· Justified –
· Grace –

· Redemption -

3. Compare 3:24-25 with Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14; Hebrews 9:12-15;                      Leviticus 17:11.  Explain the importance of the “shed blood” in the attaining of salvation.
· How does providing Christ Jesus as a sacrifice demonstrate both the justice and grace of God? (25-26).
III.   The Effects Explained (3:27-31)
1. What does it mean to believe and put your faith in Jesus Christ?
2. What does God’s solution to sin say to a person who feels he’s all right with God because he’s trying hard to be a good, moral person?  (3:27-28).
· What actually makes it possible for God to make people right with Himself?
3. How do vss. 29-30 speak to people who think that being “religious” give them status with God?

· Why do some people object to the idea that God has offered forgiveness to every person, even the worst of sinners?
4. In what way does the cross of Christ speak to people who think that they now can disregard God’s law because of grace?
Challenge:  How does this “Christian worldview” help you better deal with your own life’s issues and in dealing with the needs of other people?
