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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
5.  “The Verdict is In!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 3:9-20
Focus:  God’s divine verdict convicts all mankind for their sin and exposes their helplessness as sinners.
Reflection:

In general, people in our society believe they are basically good. To confirm their conclusions, they will point to psychologists, counselors, education and even some religious leaders who support this assumption.
Recognizing that a problem does exist and that something is wrong, they will blame it on a person’s upbringing, environment, and lack of self-esteem, poor living condition, a hormone imbalance or some genetic defect.  But no matter when or what he may try to blame for the wrongs, evil, and pain he experiences himself or inflicts on others, he cannot escape the feeling of guilt.  Something deep in the human heart causes him to know that there are things he has done are wrong…evil he is responsible for
Someone once wrote, “One of the most painful, self-mutilating, time-and-energy consuming exercises in the human experience is guilt. It can ruin your day, or your week, or your life.”  Guilt is real no matter how hard a man tells himself he is good, he inevitably must face the reality that he does things he feels guilty about.
The apostle Paul was very aware of man’s disposition to deny his sin and argue that he is a “good person.”  In the first two chapters he has demonstrated that in spite of God revealing His deity and power through nature, people tend to ignore and disobey Him.  Yes, good moral people and even religious people must admit that they break their own standards and rules.  In this study Paul sets forth the conclusion.  In God’s divine court the verdict comes back with “Guilty”!
I. The Formal Indictment Against Mankind     (3:9-18)
1.   From the evidence presented thus far, what charge does the prosecutor, Paul, bring against Jews and Gentiles alike? (v.9)
· Explain the term “under sin” or “…under the power of sin” in light of the theological doctrine of “total depravity?” (Eph 2:1-3)
2. To prove the indictment, what does Paul point out about man’s character? (3:10-12)  (Notice the phrase “No one” – explain)
· What would you say is the standard that people are measured against by God?
3. How does a person’s sinful character manifest itself in his conversation?  (3:13-14,      Matt. 12:34-35; 15 & 18)
4. What basic character traits become evident in the behavior of people? (3:15-18)                                           (Matt 5:21 & 22; 27 – 28; Gal. 5:19-21)

· According to 3:18 what is the basic problem that motivates man’s sinfulness?  (Judges 21: 25; Ps 10 :4-7;  Eph 4:17-19)

II.   The Final Verdict From God    (Rom 3 :19 -20)
1.   What conclusion does Paul draw from all that he has said in chapters 1-3?
· How do verses 3:19 and 1:20 prove Paul’s point that the whole world is accountable to God?
· What then is the purpose of the law? (3:19 -20; Gal. 3:19-24)

2.   Why is it impossible for man by his own effort to escape the condemnation of God’s judgment? (Ezek 3:18; Gen 2:16 -17)
· For what are we accountable to God? (Matt 25:31-33,40; 12:36-37; Rom 2:15-16; John 5: 22 -24; Rev. 20:12,15)
· From verse 20, would you say that the law is descriptive (more like a doctor’s thermometer) or prescriptive (more liked medicine for sick people to take)?
3. Suppose this letter was to end here at verse 20, how would you feel about yourself?  About God?

4. When did you first sense your sin and need for God and what motivated you to turn to Him?

Challenge:  How would you explain this passage to a person who believes that he or she is good and not guilty of any serious sins?
