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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
                                              4.  “Being Religious Doesn’t Count!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 2:17-3:8
Focus:  “What God cares about is a person’s personal relationship with Him, not a performing religion done for Him.”  “Being a Christian is not about being religious, but having a relationship with Him.
Reflection:

What makes the Christian faith so different from all the other world religions, centers on the fact that being a Christian is not about being religious.  It has to do with having a relationship—a personal relationship with the living God.  Being religious can be defined as “one’s attempts and activities to do certain rites, rituals and regulations for the purpose of reaching, finding and pleasing God”.  In talking to some people about Christianity, they will tell you about their parents or some relative who were religious.  Or they may point out that they belong to a church, the “true” church, or they may proceed to tell you all the things they have done, are doing and intend to do, that should merit some religious status.
Most of us are performance oriented.  We assume that a good, moral, and ethical life should count for something before a holy God.  Therefore, to make our status even more impressive, we point to the special rites and activities we do for God.  But the harsh reality, in reading Paul’s letter to the Romans, is that being religious doesn’t count!  Being religious has no bearing in qualifying any person to gain a right standing with God.
In this section, Paul specifically addresses the deeply religious Jew.  For while he knows God’s will, even approved of it, yet, even religious people sin and need forgiveness.  
Being religious doesn’t count because it ……
I. Demonstrates Profession Without Performance (2:17-24)
1.   What special privileges did the religious Jew have in his favor? (17-20)
· How do such religious people often view themselves?
2. What indictment does Paul bring against all deeply religious people? (vs. 21-24; James 3:1; Matt. 5:32; 19:9)
· How has religious hypocrisy hurt the cause of Christ in our day?
II.   Depends on Ritual Without Reality (2:25-29)
1.   In verses 25-29, how does Paul deal with the religious rite in which the Jew put his supreme confidence?  (Gen. 17:1-14—How did the Jew view circumcision?)
2.   Rather than viewing circumcision as a badge of distinction, how should the Jew have viewed it?      (vs. 26-27; Gal. 5:3; Rom. 9:6)
· What should our baptism remind us of? (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:1-4; I Cor. 6:19-20; Gal. 2:20)
III.   Develops Objections Without Objectivity  (3:1-8)
1.   What is the first objection that Paul anticipated from religious people and how does he respond?   (3:1-2).

· If you know the Bible and can quote it, what more is expected of you?                (Heb. 10:26-27)
2.   What is the second objection Paul anticipated (3:3-4) and how does he answer it?
· How does Paul speak to this issue later?  (Rom. 9:6-7; 11:1, 25-29)
3. What is the third objection that Paul anticipated (3:5-8) and how does he answer it?
· What excuses do we use to explain away our continuing sinful behavior?
       4.   How is God’s character reputation affected by sinfulness of Christians?   (3:7)
 5.   What objections have you heard against the Christian gospel—that God saves us by grace   alone, by faith alone, and a message recorded in the Bible alone?

· How do you answer them?
Challenge:  How can you be sure that you have a living relationship with Jesus Christ and are not simply being religious?
