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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
                                              3.  “What About Good, Moral People?”
Scripture Study:  Romans 2:1-16
Focus:  “Without exception, every human being stands in need of God’s forgiveness!”
Reflection:

Every so often the American Cancer Society will sponsor a TV advertisement to bring awareness to the dreaded disease of cancer.  Through bold words and eye catching pictures, they present the basic symptoms to help the viewer detect the presence of cancer within the body.  Rapid weight loss, a lump in the breast, discoloration of one’s skin, sores that fail to heal are just a few symptoms which give warning to the presence of this dreaded disease.
Yet, in spite of the urgent appeal, many of viewers still refuse to believe that such a thing could happen to them.  “But I don’t smoke”…. “I always wear sunscreen”…. “there isn’t much cancer in my family”…are some of the excuses that cloud the potential reality.
In much the say way, the Apostle Paul has laid out, in chapter one, the “detection symptoms” of the presence of a fatal disease in every human being.  This disease is called sin.  It places every person under the wrath of God, under the control of a sinful nature, under God’s judgment for failure to keep His law, and under the penalty of death.
But just as people tend to disregard and live with denial concerning the warning of the American Cancer Society, many people also refuse to believe Paul’s diagnosis of human society.  In this second chapter Paul begins to address these denials by emphasizing that “without exception every human being stands in need of God’s forgiveness”—even good, moral people!  The issue concerning God’s judgment is not about goodness, but forgiveness.
I. A Reality Check for Good, Moral People  (2:1-4)
1.   To what type of people is Paul addressing and what is the focus of Paul’s argument?      (2:1; II Sam. 12:5-7; Matthew 7:1, 2)
· When people are judgmental of others, how do they reveal both an understanding and misunderstanding of God’s judgment?  (2:2-3)
· Given vs. 3, what type of judgments about others might still be legitimate and what type is forbidden?
2. Explain why God’s kindness could lead people to be either repentant or presumptuous? (2:4; Isa. 55:6-7)
II.   A Real Certainty about God’s Judgment (2:5-11)
1.   On the basis of vs. 4 – 5, what will God focus on when He judges people?
2.   How can you explain vs. 7-10 on rewarding good conduct, with Paul’s statement in 1:17, that salvation is by faith alone?  (Matt. 7:15-20; Rom. 3:9-10; Gal. 3:10-14)
· Many non-Christians have high moral standards.  How can we use their own standards to help them see their need for Christ?
· Why is it that we are more apt to question God’s fairness when things go wrong, than question His kindness, patience, and tolerance?

3.   What can we be sure of with God’s judgment? (vs. 11)   How does it differ from ours?
III.    A Reliable Convictor of Everyman’s need for Forgiveness  (2:12-16)
1.   What is the difference between those who have God’s law and sin, and those who do not, and sin?  (2:12-13).

2.   From 2:14-15 what common characteristic is evident in all people?
· What does this have to do with God’s judgment?

3.  According to vs. 16, what is the focal point and standard for God’s judgment?  (Also see Rev. 20:12, 15)

Challenge:  How does the emphasis here on God’s judgment make a difference in how you see          your life before God?
