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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
26. “Success: Living A Purpose-Driven Life!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 15:14-16:27
Focus:  “A successful life results when you become and accomplish what God created you to be and do!”
Reflection:

      When you come to the end of your life, will you conclude that your life was a success?  Ironically, for most of us, we’re not sure how to define success.  But if you don’t know what success is, how will you ever achieve it?  When I think of success I view it as a journey:  the journey to become the person God called and designed me to be and to do the work that He as commissioned and gifted me to do—for His glory.
     The keys to success, then, are…knowing your God-given purpose in life …growing in your maximum potential and…sowing seeds that benefit others and create a team network.  The Apostle Paul is an example of a successful life because he demonstrates all three requirements.  
     As he concludes his letter to the Romans he continues to lay out his passion, purpose and plans.  He’s excited about coming to Rome and to play his part in helping them improve themselves and be benefited by them. (1:11-12) But he also see Rome as the launching pad to reach Spain with the Gospel.
     What’s intriguing in the concluding chapter is his recognition of the joy and need for teamwork.  It’s the people around him that deserve a huge amount of the credit for his success.  The people closest to him determined his level of success or failure.  
    Every one of us needs to determine what we need to do to make our lives a success.  Do our purposes and priorities accomplish what’s important to God?  Are we self-centered or are we God-centered and people-oriented?  And, who are we going to take with us on the success journey?
I. Follow the Right Purpose  (Rom. 15:14-22)
1. What assurance does Paul have about the Christians at Rome?  (Rom. 15:14)
2. How did Paul understand his own mission?  (15:14-16; Eph. 3:7, 8)
· What is your purpose for living?  Write out you “mission statement”. (Phil. 3:4-16)
3. Knowing his God-given purpose, what became the focus of Paul’s life? (15:17-21)
· To what did Paul credit his success in evangelism?  (15:18-19)
· Why do you think Paul is concerned that he not “build on someone else’s foundation”?  How is this related to the quote from Isaiah?
· How do you know when you are fulfilling your destiny?

II.   Form the Right Plan (Rom. 15:23-33)
1.   Where was Paul planning to travel and how did this include the Christians in Rome?  (15:23-25)
2. What do verses 25-29 teach us about relationships among first century Christians?
· What impresses you most about these relationships and what should it teach us?  (How much do you know about world needs?) 
  3. What two prayer requests does Paul make?  (15:30-32)
III. Find the Right People (Rom. 16:1-27)
1. In spite of the fact that Paul had never been to Rome, he sends greetings to more than 25 people by name.  What does this tell you about Paul and his regard for teamwork?     (16:1-16)
· Notice the role of women, and what do you learn about them?
  2. What warning does Paul give about certain people?  What description does He give of                                                                                                                                                                              them?  (16:17-20)
3. How do the final words of Paul summarize the scope of our salvation?  (vs. 25-27)
Challenge:  What changes do you need to make in your life that would result in success from God’s definition?
· What was the high point for you in this study of Romans and what are some lessons you have learned?

