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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
25. “Maintaining Unity in the Midst of Diversity!”
c. Keeping Your Focus on Christ!
Scripture Study:  Romans 15:1-13
Focus:  “Harmonious living in the church stems from a living relationship with Christ.”
Reflection:

      One of the ancient images of the church in history is that of a ship—a ship traveling on the stormy seas of time and life.  Many great hymns and stories have been written on that theme.  One such story is told by Max Lucado in his book, “In the Grip of Grace”.  He describes the church of Jesus Christ in this way:
     “Some on the ship, concerned with those who are drowning, are snatching people out of the water.  Others are occupied with obstacles and dangers to navigation, and mount the watch of prayer and worship.  Still others devote themselves to the crew, feeding and training crew members.
     Though different, we are the same.  Each can tell of a personal encounter with the captain, for each has received a personal call. Each followed him across the gang plank of his grace onto the same boat.  But there’s disharmony among the crew.  As we wander the decks we find others wearing uniforms we’ve never seen before.  The variety of dress is not nearly so disturbing as the plethora of opinions.  One group clusters every morning for serious study.  They promote rigid discipline and somber expressions.  It’s no coincidence that they congregate around the stern.  Another group is deeply devoted to prayer.  Not only do they believe in prayer, they believe in prayer by kneeling.  For that reason you can find them at—you guessed it—the bow.  Then there are a few who staunchly argue that only real wine can be used at communion.  They’re on the portside…oh, how we cluster!”
     Lucado captures the essence of Paul’s concern in Chapter 14 and 15 of Romans.  The tendency is for Christians to focus on their differences, instead of unity.  Unity in Christ does not center on uniformity rather it must focus on the love, submission and concern we have for each other in spite of differences.  Paul summarizes the heart of God’s message to us in Rom. 15:7.  It means keeping our focus on Christ.
I. Develop A Christ-like Concern  (Rom. 15:1-3)
1. What is the responsibility of a strong Christian toward others with whom they share a different opinion?  (15:1-2)
· When is self-concern appropriate and when does it turn into selfishness?
2. Realizing that Christian living must encompass Rom. 12:1-3, what must be a believer’s focus?   (15:3)
· Who did Jesus try to please? (John 17:4, Luke 22:42)
II.   Demonstrate A Christ-like understanding (15:4-6)
1.   To what does Paul refer Christians for their encouragement?  (15:4; I Cor. 10:9-12)
· How do the stories recorded in Scripture give hope?
2. Why will we need endurance, encouragement and hope if we follow Christ’s example in this and other areas of our lives? (15:4-5)
· Why are Bible study and prayer essential if we are to maintain these attitudes?
   3. In contrast to the discord and possible verbal abuse between Christians hinted at in Romans 14, what does God desire of us? (15:5-6)
III. Decide on Christ-like Inclusiveness (15:7-13)
1. By what standard should Christians accept each other?  (15:7)
· How do we practically do this?
         2.   What are two purposes of Christ’s work? Whom did it affect? (15:8-9)
· How do the O.T. quotations support Paul’s point? (15:9-12; see also Eph. 2:11-12)
3. What is Paul’s prayer in vs. 13?  What is this hope?  (Rom. 5:2-5)
4. How can we Christians share a spirit of unity despite having different views on certain practices?

5. How would you distinguish between an activity that is merely permissible and one that is clearly immoral? 
Challenge:  What more can you do to develop “Christ-likeness” in your life?
