Men’s Fellowship Bible Study




Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans










Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
25. “Maintaining Unity in the Midst of Diversity!”
b. Be a stepping stone, not a stumbling block!
Scripture Study:  Romans 14:13-23
Focus:  “Freedom to follow convictions must be balanced by personal responsibility to do what is best for your brother in Christ.”
Reflection:

In Eric Berne’s book:  “Games People Play!” he tells how people have the tendency to play games with each other in their relationships.  Some play being a victim to get others to feel sorry for them, or they are verbally aggressive to ward off those who might discover their insecurities.

We Christians also are good at playing games with each other in church.  Our games are better recognized as: “evaluation”, “judging others”, “sanctified slander” “I’m more spiritual than you!”  When we Christians differ with each other regarding certain practices, interpretations or church traditions there arises the strong temptation to want to measure other Christian’s spirituality…by our standard.
In this fourteenth chapter of Romans the Apostle Paul deals with this all important topic—how to maintain unity in Christ in the midst of diversity.  In the first half of Chapter 14 Paul teaches that we should not criticize or judge others in matters of traditions, styles, preferences, etc.  In debatable matters each Christian, according to his or her conscience, is free to live out their convictions.  No Christian is to sit in judgment of other Christians because God will be the final judge of all.

But now, lest his readers become too intoxicated with the high wine of liberty, Paul turns the coin over and introduces a sobering thought.  Freedom to follow convictions must be balanced by personal responsibility to do what is best for one’s brother in Christ.  God’s call to every Christian is to be a “stepping stone” not a “stumbling block”!
I. Not Rights, but Responsibilities  (Rom. 14:13-16)
1. Instead of judging fellow Christians, what should be our focus as Christians? (13)  
· How does this relate to verse 17?
2. Compare vs. 14 with vs. 20.  What was Paul’s personal belief about unclean food?                (I Cor. 8:4-6)
· When are certain activities unsuitable for Christians? (I Cor. 8:12-13)
3. When should a Christian defer his rights to another Christian’s beliefs? (15-16)
4. When Scripture is not explicit on an issue, how should a person decide what is right or wrong?  (I Cor. 9:12, 15)
II.   Not Religious Rules, But  Loving Relationships  (14:17-19)
1.   What is the true focus of the “Kingdom of God”?  (17-18)
· Explain the meaning of the “Kingdom of God”.
· In light of this, when we are around those whose faith is weak, what principles should guide our actions, and why?
2. Carefully examine vs. 19 and list practical ways this could be accomplished?          (Prov. 15:1-4; 11:2; 14:29; 18:13; Eph. 4:29, 30-32)
· Someone somewhere is bound to be offended by almost anything we do!  How can we practically apply these principles?

III. Not Condemnation, but Respecting Each Other’s Conscience (14:20-23)
1. What does Paul mean by the words “stumble” and “fall” in vss. 20-21?
2.   Why is helping people maintain their conscience so important?  (Vs. 20) 
· How can rejecting one’s conscience cause the ship wreck of faith?  (I Tim. 1:5, 19)
· Is one’s conscience an “infallible” guide?  Why or why not.

 3.  What are we Christians responsible for? (vs. 21)  (I Cor. 9:12, 19, 22-23) 
· Where would you draw the line on trying to please everyone?

4.  What is Paul teaching believers in vs. 22?  How might a person “condemn himself”?
5.  Explain vs. 23:  “Everything that does not come from faith is sin”.

Challenge:  What area of your life or practices that you feel are okay might cause difficulty for Christian friends or associates?
