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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
25. “Maintaining Unity in the Midst of Diversity!”
a. Extend Grace to Let Others Be

Scripture Study:  Romans 14:1-12
Focus:  “Christian love extends God’s grace with a freedom that accepts other believers with whom they hold differences!”
Reflection:

Located in the greatest doctrinal book of the Bible is a section of intensely practical instructions.  In Chapters 12-15, the Apostle Paul spells out what the normal Christian life ought to look like when lived by the “power of God for salvation!” (Rom. 1:16)  Chapter 12 lays the foundation of this life.  It is lived in the context and response to God’s grace and power in Jesus Christ by first presenting our bodies, then transforming our perspectives, refocusing our view of self and prioritizing our commitment to Christ’s ministry through the body.  The glue that holds the body together is an “un-hypocritical love”.  (Rom. 12:9)
Having explained what that loves looks like in relationships with people in general (Rom. 12:9-17) and in the context of civil government, and in response to the Mosaic law, Paul proceeds to address a complicated relational issue of how Christians can maintain the unity in Christ’s love in the midst of diversity.  When it comes to matters of faith and deep convictions, all too often Christians fall short in letting others be and grow in their own convictions because of two human tendencies:  They compare themselves with others, which results in judging, and they attempt to control others, which results in manipulation and intimidation.
In this section (chapters 14-15) Paul lays the foundation of how Christians, who are different from each other, are to walk together in love—not legalism…in grace—not in judgment.  Legalism requires that we all be alike, look alike, and think alike…united in convictions and uniform in appearance.  But love in Christ extends God’s grace and acceptance and allows God the freedom to direct the lives of His children.
We will spend three lessons on this all important issue of how to maintain unity in the midst of diversity by: (1) Extending grace to let others be (Rom. 14:1-12) (2) Being a stepping stone, not a stumbling block (Rom. 14:13-23) and (3) Keeping your focus on Christ (Rom. 15:1-13).
I. A ccept Differences in Others  (Rom. 14:1-4)
1. In this section (14:1-12), what categorizes a ‘weak’ Christian and a ‘strong’ Christian?  
· What were some areas of dispute between them?
2. What attitudes tend to develop between the ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ Christian?  (14:3)
· What kind of lifestyle, rules and issues of dispute do Christians argue about today?
3. What command does Paul lay down and on what does he base it? (14:3-4)
· How can this attitude help us as Christians to graciously accept other Christians with whom we may have differences?
II.   Allow the Lord Freedom to Direct Their Lives  (14:5-8)
1.   Why do you suppose Paul doesn’t put out a list of do’s and don’ts in terms of eating meats and observing days?
2. What underlying motivations for behavior should Christians recognize in others before casting judgment?  (14:5-6)
3. What primary principle must we Christians always live by? (14:7-9)
· How can this attitude help us to graciously accept other Christians with whom we may have differences?
III. Agree to Disagree, Don’t Become Disagreeable  (Rom. 14:10-12)
1.   What reality factor does Paul bring into the open?  (14:10)
· What will each person do when standing before God’s judgment seat? (II Cor. 5:10)
 2.  What will we be doing before the Lord instead of judging fellow Christians?  (14:11-12; Isa. 45:12; Phil. 2:10-11) 
3.     Why is the admonition in vs. 5b essential in light of vs. 12?

· What criterion is suggested in this section as the basis for making decisions in dealing with those with whom we differ?

Challenge:  Would you be classified as a ‘weak’ or ‘strong’ Christian?  What are issues you have with other Christians that cause you to judge or to look down on them?  What have you learned to correct your attitude?
