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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
24.  “The Christian’s Conduct in a non-Christian Society!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 13:1-14
Focus:  “A Christian’s transformed life demands to be lived with an attitude of submission and respect in a non-Christian society!”
Reflection:

What does it take to live the “transformed life”?  Not the Budweiser ‘good life’, but a life of virtue—that reflects the presence of the living Christ dwelling in us?  Our founding fathers understood that people living a virtuous life is crucial for any society, for virtue is essential to freedom.  People who cannot restrain their own baser instincts, who cannot treat one another with civility, are not capable of self government.  “Our constitution was made for a moral and religious people”, said John Adams.  “It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other”.  Without virtuous conduct, a society can be ruled only by fear, laws, and coercion, a truth that tyrants understand all too well.
With this reality clear in our minds, the teachings of Romans 13 are most relevant to our age.  Paul is concerned with issues encountered by the early Christians that also speak to believers today.  Some followers of Christ assured that because of their citizenship in Heaven (Phil. 3:20), they were free from obligation to their government.  Further, there were Christians who were often mistreated by civil authorities, and felt inclined that these injustices disqualified the state government from receiving their respect and submission.  Likewise, there are people today who feel the same way.

To counteract these errors Paul discussed the Christian’s conduct in a non-Christian society.  Living a transformed life as Christians means being submissive to civil authority and being considerate of fellow citizens.
I. A Christian’s Responsibility to Civil Government  (13:1-7)
1. What is the perspective by which Christians should view government? Vs. 1
· What is meant by “authority” and how must people view that authority?
2. How does this passage illustrate Paul’s conviction about the sovereignty of God?              (vs. 2)
3. What two things are stated about those who resist governmental powers?(vs. 2-4)
· What is the function of government as stated here?

· When should government be feared?

4. What motivation does the Christian have to submit to the government?  (vs. 5)
5. How should Christians respond to the tax laws and requirements of the government?     (vs. 6-7)
· Under what circumstances should Christians disobey the clear commands of government authorities? (Acts 4:18-20)
II.   A Christian’s Consideration of Fellow Citizens  (13:8-14)
1.   In what area of life is a Christian to maintain a continuing debt? (vs. 8)
· Why is love a “debt”?
· What does it mean that love is the “fulfillment of the law”?
2.   From vs. 8-10, how does the law help us know what it means to love?
3.   What is the “hour” that had arrived for the Roman Christians? (vs. 11)
· What are the signs that our present age is nearly over?   
4.    What emphasis is achieved by contrasting day and night, light and darkness? (vs. 12)
5. What does the “clothing” of vs. 14 mean in practical terms to you?
6. In what practical ways can a person clothe him or herself with Jesus instead of pursuing evil desires?
Challenge:  How would your life be different today if you consciously had to “wear Jesus          Christ”?
