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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
23.  “Surrendered Lifestyle for Christians!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 12:9-21
Focus:  “Committed to Christ as the head and thereby connected to one another as His body, Christians are to express Christ’s love to others regardless of circumstances”.
Reflection:

“How now shall we live?”  This is the question Chuck Colson asks and answers in his book of the same name.  Colson’s concern is that we Christians are often passionate about our personal faith but we struggle in knowing how to live out a Biblical worldview in a hostile world.

This same issue is addressed and dealt with by the Apostle Paul in the concluding verses of Romans 12.  Living the normal Christian life can only take place when as believers we respond to God’s mercies by making a decisive dedication of our whole being to the person of Jesus Christ. (12:1) This must follow with the renewal of our minds or reshaping of our worldview and perspective on life through the Word of God (12:2).  That renewal of the mind must begin with a new view of self; this means facing up to our pride and self-centeredness (12:3).  Further, a renewed mind results in recognizing that living life as a Christian is not individualistic or mechanical lifestyle, but relationally as the body of Christ.  (12:4-5)
The growing impersonality of our culture demands that we Christians recover life together in our Lord.  As members of Christ’s body, God’s Word tells us that we exist to serve our head by supporting and serving each other.  Because of the mercies of God we know that in Christ we are loved just as we are, therefore we are also called by Christ to love and accept one another.

In the second half of Romans 12, Paul becomes painfully practical.  If we have “been crucified with Christ”… “Died to sin and risen again with Christ”, Paul emphasizes that we must also learn to live in Christ’s power with unselfish loving.  The whole message of being a living sacrifice means that we sincerely, unselfishly offer our lives daily to God.  If we don’t, we end up becoming “burnt offerings”!
I. Having A Love That is Genuine   (12:9-13)
1. What struggles in the Christian life are suggested by the three quick statements in vs. 9?
· How do these three statements emphasize important aspects of how genuine love behaves?
2. How do verses 10 and 13 expand upon vs. 5?
· How would you illustrate how what kind of love looks like?
3.   Review vs. 9-13.  What 4 words describe the love God expects from people who present their bodies and minds to the Lord?

II.   Having A Love That Holds Priority  (12:14-16)
1.   What difficult situations in life are mentioned in vs. 14-16?
· How are Christians to demonstrate sacrificial love here?
2.   What instructions did Jesus give to His disciples in dealing with issues as described in vs. 9:14?  (Matt. 5:10-12; John 15:18-21)
3.   If genuine love is to have priority in our lives, what practical principles must be followed?  (vs. 16)
· Reflect again on Paul’s statements in Rom. 12:3; Phil. 2:3-5; Gal. 5:25.  What must have priority for genuine love to be exercised?
III.    Having A Love That Trusts God   (12:17-21)
1.   When you are motivated to react to offensive behavior, how are you to act in love?    (vs. 17).
2.   With whom does God want us to live at peace, and what is the criterion? (vs. 18)
3. Why is it wrong to repay evil for evil?  (vs. 19)
4. How does doing good to an enemy overcome evil?  (vs. 20-21)
· What dual responsibility do we Christians have while living in this world?

Challenge:  As you evaluate your life as a Christian, are you a living sacrifice or a burnt offering?
