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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
22.  “Basics for Living the New Life!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 12:1-8
Focus:  “Living the new life begins with a gratitude that impacts one’s passion, perspective, and priorities.”
Reflection:

In the first eleven chapters Paul has covered the reason why he is not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ (1:16) He has shown how and why it is indeed the power of God that enables salvation.  In chapters 1-3 Paul demonstrated that all humanity have sinned and therefore require forgiveness; but also they are sinners who helplessly and hopelessly stand in the need of deliverance.  All mankind stands under God’s wrath, not only because of what they have done, but because of who they are.
The conclusion of chapter three gives the solution to the problem: it takes the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  In chapter four Paul establishes that faith alone in God’s promises and power is all that God requires of man to be declared righteous.  Then in chapters five through eight, Paul works out the details of how Christ’s shed blood enables not only forgiveness for our sins, but empowers God’s deliverance for sinners.

In chapters nine through eleven, Paul answers the questions concerning the Jew.  If nothing can separate God’s people from God’s love, then why are the Jews not responding to the Gospel of Christ?  Has God’s Covenant promises failed them?  Do they still have a future?  Paul ends chapter eleven with a doxology of praise to God’s amazing sovereignty and grace.
With this next chapter (12), Paul now gets into the practical aspects of living the normal Christian life.  If our belief system truly impacts our behavior system, how then are we to live?  In the first eight verses of chapter 12, Paul lays the basic foundation and the motivation for living a fully devoted life for Christ and where it must start.
I. Formed From A New Passion (Rom. 12:1)
1. In light of chapters 1-11, what appeal does Paul make? (12:1)
· In your own words, explain “the mercies of God”….what are they?
· Jesus once told a Pharisee that a person who is forgiven little loves little.  But a person who is forgiven much loves much. (Luke 7:47)  Why do you think this is so and how does this apply here?
2. Based on gratitude to God, what commitment are Christians asked to make?
· How do “living sacrifice” and “spiritual worship” differ from the Old Testament perspective? (See also I Peter 2:5; Hebrews 13:15, 16).
II.   Transformed by a New Perspective  (12:2-4)
1.   Living a new life begins with the motivation of gratitude to present your body to God.  But what else must be available to Him? (12:2)
· What power does a person’s mind (perspective/worldview) have in determining his behavior?
· What warning does Paul give here and how do you see people being squeezed into the thinking mold of our culture?
· What challenge does Paul give in vs. 2?  How can a person discover God’s will?
2.   If our minds are to be transformed, where must it begin? (3)
3.   How are we to change our perspective toward other Christians? (4)
III. Performed Through New Partnership   (12:6-8)
1.  As we are called to think with sober judgment about ourselves and that we are embers of Christ’s body, what further fact does Paul disclose here? (Also see I Cor. 12:4-11; Eph. 4:11-12; I Pet. 4:9-11)
2.   What do the particular focus on gifts indicate about the Christian life?  Why are simply having gifts not enough?
3. What have the appeal (1), grace (3), and faith (6) to do with how the Christian is able to carry out the will of God?
Challenge:  What motivates you to live your life for Christ and how are you living it out?
