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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
21.  “God’s Future Plans for Israel!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 11:1-36
Focus:  “Through God’s majesty, mercy and mystery Israel’s rejection is not final.”
Reflection:

For centuries the people of Israel awaited their Messiah.  But when the Messiah Jesus finally came, very few believed in Him.  This fact raised questions:  Has the Word of God failed (9:6)?  Is the righteousness that comes by faith contrary to God’s promise?  In chapter nine the Apostle Paul shows that throughout Old Testament history, the true children of God are not according to the flesh, but according to God’s promise.  God has not abandoned His people in that there remains a remnant, a spiritual Israel. (Gal. 6:16)  Further, this remnant comes into being, not because of their character or qualifications, it’s totally relying on God’s purpose and election.  (9:11, 16, 27)
In chapter ten of Romans, Paul continues to demonstrate that Israel of the flesh also shares responsibility in God’s rejection of them in that they refused to believe the message.  As God called Abraham of old, it is said—“He believed God” (Gen. 15:6). Therefore, when God’s promises are given, it must be understood there must be a response of faith. (Rom. 4:9, 16; 10:3-4)  But Israel does not believe, instead she seeks her own righteousness through the law.  But no one can become righteous before God by trying to be “good enough”. (Rom. 8:19-20)  So, Paul concludes, it cannot be charged that God breaks His promises.  When God rejects Israel according to the flesh, they stumbled over Jesus, God’s avenue of righteousness. (9:32, 33).
Yet, a peculiar question still confronts us:  Of what use, then, was all of God’s procedure with Israel, if in the end, when the fullness of times has come—that Israel is simply to be cast away?  Put into our 21st Century context, we would ask:  Is Israel’s national existence today merely an amazing phenomena without significance, or does God have a plan?  Is it possible that God has preserved this people for an important purpose in world history, as well as salvation history?
I. God’s Purpose in the Rejection of Israel  (Rom. 11:1-15)
1. How did Paul answer those who believed that God had rejected the Jews? (1-6)
· What did Paul seek to prove by the illustration of his own life and from Elijah’s experience?
· What is the emphasis of vss. 5-6?
2. How are we to look at Israel from God’s point of view? (7-10)
· What were the spiritual consequences for those Israelites who rejected Jesus?
3. What hope do the Jews still have and what is God’s plan in the Jewish rejection of Jesus?  (11-15)
· How would Jews become jealous?  What does “full inclusion” mean?
II.   God’s Power With Regard to Israel  (11:16-24)
1.   What long illustration does Paul use to describe the situation of the Jews and Gentiles? (16-24)
· Why should this illustration of the olive tree prevent Gentiles from feeling superior to unbelieving Jews?
  2.   What is the criteria for Israel of the flesh to be grafted in again?  (22-23)
· How could a person miss salvation by resting on family background or heritage?

III. God’s Promise of Restoration For Israel  (11:25-36)
1.  What is the “mystery” that Paul refers to?  What do you suppose “until the full number of    Gentiles come in…” refers to?
2.   Think through the term “all Israel”.  Who is Paul referring to?  (9:8; Gal. 6:15-16; 10:27, 11:5; 11:11, 12)

· “Will be saved”.  What is the requirement for their salvation?  (11:23; Isa. 59:20-21)

3. In what two contrasting ways are the Jews described by Paul?  (11:28-29)
· What confident promise has God made?  (11:29) 

4.  Why is the recognition of universal guilt (Rom. 1-3; 11:32) necessary in God’s plan in       history?
5     In this chapter Paul has argued that Israel’s unbelief is partial (1-10), purposeful (11- 16) and temporary (25-32).  How does this make him feel about God (33-36)?        
Challenge:  How should we view the nation of Israel today and what about evangelizing the Jew?
