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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
20.  “The Basis of God’s Acceptance or Rejection!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 10:1-21
Focus:  “Zeal for God that lacks a response to one’s righteousness through Christ alone can carry man very far from God.”
Reflection:

The world is full of religious people: Jews, Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and many others.  Islam alone has over 800 million adherents.  Many of those people are sincere, dedicated and zealous for what they believe.  But are zeal and sincerity enough?  Are there many paths to God or just one?
In this passage of study the Apostle Paul continues to wrestle with the problem of Israel’s unbelief concerning salvation through faith alone in Jesus.  Having considered the problem first from God’s sovereignty and election, he now focuses on Israel’s (and on our) responsibility to believe the gospel.  The heart of the problem is their refusal to accept God’s way to salvation.

When reading chapter 10 in light of chapter 9, we may find a paradox.  Chapter 9 emphasizes that God is sovereign, everything is by His control and election; but in Chapter 10 Paul stresses man’s responsibility as well.  Salvation is all of God, but man is still responsible for his response to it.  Remember, man is free to do whatever he desires, but his heart is so impacted by sin he wants a relationship with God on his own terms, not on God’s terms.  God’s terms specifies that salvation and a right relationship with Him is determined by a person’s response of faith in Jesus Christ.  With this fact in mind, Paul concludes that even though God’s sovereign, electing grace is at work, Israel’s rejection by God has resulted from their rejecting God’s righteousness by faith alone in Jesus.
I. The Exposure of Error (Rom. 10:1-4)
1. Of whom is Paul speaking in vs. 1-3, and what is his desire?
· What positive trait does Paul recognize in them?   (vs. 2)
· But what is their problem? (vs. 2: 9:32)
· Many people believe that religious zeal and sincerity are all a person needs to be saved.  How does Paul respond to this idea?

2. What had the Jews done instead of submitting to God’s righteousness (3-4)
· What is the relationship between Christ and the law in a person’s pursuit to become right with God?
II.   The Explanation of Truth  (Rom. 10:5-13)
1.   How did Moses describe righteousness that comes by the law?  (5)
2.   How does righteousness produced by faith come about?  (6-9)
· What makes salvation “near to all” and what simple instructions does Paul give for personal salvation?  (9-10)
3. At one point in Paul’s argument (3:22) the words “there is no distinction” had a grim sound.  How do these words now have a joyful sound?  (11-13)
· What in man’s nature would tend to make him prefer righteousness based on works rather than righteousness based on faith? (Note the words ‘establish’ and ‘submit’ in vs. 3)
· What does it mean in this context (9) to call upon the name of the Lord and what three promises are assured?  (11, 12, 13)
III. The Expression of Faith  (10:14-21)
1.     What would be Paul’s response to those who claim “If God has predestined people to be saved, He will do it without your aid or mine”?  (10:14-15)
2.     Why can’t the Jews find excuse by claiming  that they have had no opportunity (vs. 14) or that they had no warning? (15b, 16, 18)
3.    How have the Jews responded to hearing the message of God?  (16-18)
4.    What warnings were clearly given to the Jews through Moses and Isaiah?  (19-21)
5.     What responsibility is placed upon the one who hears the message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?  (vs. 16-17)
· What are the only two responses?

        6.    What picture of God is drawn in verse 21?  What picture of Israel does it reveal?

Summary:  While the Jews, attempting to earn righteousness before God by trying to keep the law, failed to obtain it, the Gentiles who were not even seeking God, believed the Good news of God’s gift in Christ, received righteousness.  No matter who you are, salvation depends on nothing more or less than how you respond to Jesus.
Challenge:   Why is both believing with the heart and confessing with the mouth important for salvation?
