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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
2.  “Our Problem Is More Serious Than We Think!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 1:18-32
Focus:  The whole human race faces a problem that only God could solve.
Reflection:

The driving force in every human being is “the will to live”! We all desire to live—that means having our physical and emotional needs met.  We strive for happiness and a sense of success as well as experiencing meaning and purpose.  We seek a life free from pain, suffering and evil.  Our greatest enemy that haunts us is death. 
But living life forces us to face the realities that life is full of sadness and suffering, evil and injustice, disease and death.  We live with guilt, bitterness, inferiority feelings and fears.  We will to live, but don’t necessarily experience what we’re looking for and ultimately the stalking reality of death claims us.  We are left with the haunting question of why?  How?  Why has our world gone wrong and how do we fix it?
The answer to this “human dilemma” revolves around our worldview.  Religious leaders, philosophers, psychologists, educators and politicians all claim to have the answer and the solution rests with therapy, education, developing new genes, social planning, constructing political systems and provide financial resources.
As the Apostle Paul begins his letter to the Romans, he unashamedly announces not only his thesis, but also his worldview in 1:16-17.  The problem of suffering, evil and death, has to do with a broken relationship with the creator God of this universe.  The human dilemma is a “God problem” that only He can solve.  As you study this section, try to understand the worldview of Christianity and how it conflicts with that of society today!
I. A Problem with God’s Anger (Romans 1:18-23)
1.   If Rom. 1:17 is the solution, how does vs. 18 introduce man’s problem?
· Explain the term “wrath of God”….who is impacted by it?
2. From vss. 19-21 what can be known about God through nature?  Psa. 8:3-4; 19:1;   139:13-15).
· How would you defend the existence and character of God through what we know about our created order?
· What phrases in vss. 18, 21-23, 25 and 28 describe the attitudes or actions of people which lie behind the various acts of evil?
3. How can you illustrate the truth of Paul’s description in vss. 21-23?  What do people put in God’s place?
II.   A Problem Because of God’s Abandonment (Romans 1:24-32)
1.   How does God respond to these evil attitudes?  (1:24, 26, 28) and how does this intensify God’s punishment?  (What does ‘give over’ mean?)
2.   How are attitudes toward sexuality affected when a person denies God?  (1:24, 26-27)
· What is God’s attitude toward promiscuous heterosexual activity and homosexuality?  How do people turn God’s truth into a lie?
3.   When thought of God are pushed out, what evil actions and attitudes replace them?    (1:28-31).

4.    Instead of fearing God, what attitude do people naturally have toward Him?  (1:32)

Challenge:  How would you use this section to talk to someone who believes people are basically good?
