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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
18.  “What About Election and the Jewish People?”
Scripture Study:  Romans 9:1-18
Focus:  “God has not forsaken the Jew, but has fulfilled His plan for the world”.
Reflection:

With the closing words of Chapter eight still ringing in our ears that “...nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!” and that God’s sovereign, electing grace establishes confidence and joy, suddenly we sense a fly in the ointment.  If what Paul has said is true, that “nothing can separate us” and “no one can bring any charge against God’s elect” (8:33), then what about the Jew?  Aren’t they also God’s chosen...His elect?  If they have been the chosen, elect people of God, why haven’t they all become devoted followers of Christ?  Has God failed them?  Doesn’t the Old Testament testify that God has bound Himself to the Jew by solemn covenant promises?  Are these just ‘paper promises’?
As you can see, these become serious issues.  At the time that Paul writes Romans (56 A.D., the Jewish people as a chosen nation is neither being saved or being of actual service to God.  Remember what Paul has established in this letter; the good news of salvation is by faith in Jesus—and not through law keeping.  God has opened the door of salvation to the gentiles directly—without the expectation of their becoming circumcised Jews.  The question then can be raised:  has God wiped out the covenant rights and privileges of the Jewish people and bypassed them as the channel for God’s progressive revelation of Himself and His purposes?  How do we understand this?
In Chapters 9-11, Paul focuses on the difficult subject of God’s sovereignty and man’s freedom in relationship to carrying out His plan of redemption through Jesus Christ!
I. God’s Faithfulness to Israel Displayed (Rom. 9:1-5)
1. How would you describe Paul’s deep sorrow for his fellow Jews?  9:1-2
· To what extent would Paul be willing to go for his fellow Jews?  9:3
· What is your response to your family, friends and acquaintances who do not know the Lord Jesus?  What are you willing to do about it?

2. To what does Paul point to prove the faithfulness of God to the Jew?  9:4-5
· Take time to review all of the eight items on Paul’s list of God’s blessings to the Jew.
· How do these verses (9:4-5) answer the question:  For what purpose did God choose the Jew?

II.   God’s Sovereignty Over His Chosen Defined  (Rom. 9:6-13)
1.   What apparent misperception does Paul address in vs. 6?
· Why has God’s Word not failed?  What constitutes being true descendants of Abraham?  (6:9)
2.   What Old Testament examples does Paul point to in explaining the plan and process of God?  (10-13)
· What do you learn about the sovereignty of God in election when compared to the will and works of humans?
3. When did God’s election take place?  (9:11, 16)
III.   God’s Sovereignty Over all Defended (Rom. 9:14-18)
1.   What further accusation might be made against God and how does Paul defend against it?  (9:14-15)
2.  What determines how God bestows favor on people?  (9:16)
· What example does Paul bring up from Old Testament history?  (17; Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 7:14, 22; 8:15, 19)
3.  What is the basic understanding Paul leaves for us regarding God?  (9:18)
· Was either Pharaoh or Israel deserving of God’s mercy?
Challenge:   Reflect on God’s love, mercy and grace in your life.  What specifically can you point to that illustrates His mercy and patience in your life?
