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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
17.  “Confidence When You Are on God’s Side!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 8:28-39
Focus:  “The sovereignty of God results in a believer’s comfort, conquering and confidence”.
Reflection:

There are two ways that a person can look at stain glass windows.  He can examine each odd shaped piece of colored glass individually and inspect the way they are tied together.  The other way for him is to quietly stand back, let the sun shine through all the pieces and focus on the whole glorious work of art with awe.
So far in our study of Romans we have been examining the details of God’s mighty work of grace in Christ.  We have seen how the blood of Christ has dealt with God’s wrath and our sin.  Then we came to learn how the cross of Christ deals with us as sinners—that we are in Christ, His death is our death.  Then in chapter seven, Paul emphasized that we cannot live the new life in Christ by the effort of our flesh by trying to keep God’s laws.
Praise God for chapter eight.  By the cross of Christ we too have died, but in Christ’s resurrection we too have come alive—through the power of His Holy Spirit.  As we learn to walk in the Spirit we discover that we live as God’s family in the midst of a world of futility and suffering.  But we live in hope and confidence because of God’s presence, power and promise.
Suddenly, the Apostle Paul invites us to step back and see the whole glorious masterpiece of what it means to live in Christ and for Christ to live in us.  When we as believers rest in God’s sovereignty—in the midst of a world of suffering and sin, we will see the glorious glow of the full picture of God’s great salvation: He gives us comfort, makes us conquerors, and leaves us with confidence
I. Knowing God Is In Control Gives Us Comfort (Rom. 8:28-30)
1. What experiences does God’s Word assure Christians of?   Rom. 8:17-18
· What further assurance is given when believers feel weak?  8:26-27
2. Because of God’s sovereignty and the Spirit’s support what comfort results in 8:28?
· What is God’s plan and purpose when believers go through hard times? 8:29
3. How do the words “foreknew”, “predestined”, “called”, “justified”, and “glorified” help us understand how God accomplishes His purpose for us?
· How does understanding this plan of God give you comfort? (8:28-30)
II.   Knowing God is in Control Makes Us Conquerors  (Rom. 8:31-36)
1.   What statement does Paul make here concerning believers and what made him so confident?  8:31-32
2.    Why should we feel confident that God is not against us—when we suffer—nor that He would condemn us?  8:32-34
· What is Christ’s ministry in our behalf right now?

3. What kinds of persecutions and sufferings do God’s people often experience and what assurance does God’s Word give?  8:35-36
· How might someone experiencing this list cause them to question God’s love for them?

III.   Knowing God is in Control Leaves us with Confidence  (Rom. 8:37-39)
1.   What wonderful confidence can we Christians live with when we face times of hardship and persecution?  8:37
2.  Notice the word Paul uses in vs. 38:  “I am sure, confident, certain....”  On what do you suppose he bases that confidence?
3.  Read over this list in vss. 38-39.  Are there characteristics listed here that have caused you fear or concern?  How do God’s promises meet them?

4.   In verse 17 Paul stated that we must share in Christ’s sufferings in order to share in His glory.  How does this passage (8:28-39) clarify and confirm this fact?
Challenge:  What practical ways do you see yourself living the new life in Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit?  How is that different from living in the flesh?
