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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
15.  “Living Your New Life In Christ!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 8:1-13
Focus:  “What the Lord has done for us, the Holy Spirit will do in us!”
Reflection:

Thus far, in our study of Romans, we have learned that the Good News about Jesus Christ is the story of “God’s power for salvation” to those to believe and receive it. (Rom. 1:16)  Romans 1-3 showed the need of all humanity and God’s response to that need in Christ.  In Romans 4 we studied the Old Testament precedent that established that to be a recipient of God’s grace and right relationship is simply a matter of faith and not by keeping God’s laws.  Then in Romans 5:12-6:23 Paul presented the objective results of what Christ did for us.  Jesus not only died for us, that our sins might be forgiven, but we also died in His death.  Because of our death in Christ our position has been transferred from being “in Adam” to being “in Christ”.  With our new position in Christ, we have a new identity and sin no longer is our master.
In Romans 7, Paul informed us how this objective truth impacts believers subjectively.  He begins by addressing a prevalent problem.  In our desire to please God with our new life, we Christians have a tendency to think that we now are able to keep God’s law.  But Paul made it clear that there is no victory in the Christian life through our ability or efforts.  The trouble is that our redeemed, renewed spirit is still hanging out in the old residence: our bodies.  Once we realize that our flesh can’t be salvaged and is destined for dust, we will become more open to God’s power and provision for living.

Moving into Chapter 8, we now discover that the Holy Spirit is God’s provision and power who operates in the lives of believers by a new principle, with new power, and gives us a new perspective for victorious living. 
I. The Principle for New Living  (8:1-4)
1. What freeing power comes through Jesus Christ?  (8:1)
· Identify two experiences of condemnation?  (Rom. 1:18; 3:23; Col. 2:16, 20-21; Gal. 3:3, 10)
2. In vs. 2, what are the two opposing laws or principles Paul described? 
· How can two laws remain intact and yet one supercedes the other? (Think of gravity and an airplane)
3. What did God do in order to defeat the condemning power of sin and the law? (8:3-4)
· What is our responsibility in living our new life?  Explain what this means.  (8:4b)
II.   The Power For New Living  (8:5-8)
1.   What is the key component if a person expects to live his new life with spirit power and see change? (8:5;12:2; Eph. 4:17-18, 23; Col. 3:10)
· How does a person develop this component?(II Cor.10:3-5;II Tim. 2:15; 3:14-17)
2.  In verses 6-8, Paul says: “Whoever controls the mind controls the feet”.  How have you seen the truth of this statement?
· Contrast these two “minds” and how would you describe “life and peace”?
· What does it mean to be “hostile to God” in the context of vs. 7?
III.   The Perspective For New Living  (8:9-13)
1.   What “mind-perspective” should believers have to live their new life? (8:9-11)
2.   How would you explain vs. 9b?  How do you know if the Holy Spirit is living in you?  (Acts 2:38, 39; Col. 2:9-10)
3.   What does it mean that “Christ is in you”?  (8:10-11)
4. To what are we obligated?  (8:12-13)
Challenge:  What occupies most of your time and your thought-life?  Are your thoughts and desires in harmony with your faith?  What needs to happen?
