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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
14.  “Using the Law to Produce New Life in Christ!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 7:14-25
Focus:  “There are devastating results when using the law in the attempt to produce the Christian life!”
Reflection:

In this amazing letter to the Romans, we have been learning some profound truths about “the power of God” that made possible our salvation (Rom. 1:16).  The power of God for our salvation is Christ!  What was God’s power through Christ?  His shed blood made possible our forgiveness.  Jesus took the wrath of God toward our sin on Himself.  Further, his death on the cross became our death as well.  We died—not physically, but our old inner self, empowered by the old nature we inherited from Adam, was nailed in Christ to the cross. (Rom. 6:2-6; Col. 3:3)  Our baptism reminds us of our identification with Christ, therefore of our participation in Him.  His death is our death…His resurrection means our new life.  The Christian life is not something we try to imitate; it is simply allowing Christ to life His life in us and through us.
Why did the old self need to die?  Romans 6:6 tells us that the old self was independent, disobedient, and cannot please God.  Through our participation in Christ’s death and resurrection our old master, the sinful nature, died and by receiving Christ we have a new master, the living Lord.  Death is the ending of a relationship to sin as an old master, but not of sin’s existence.  Sin hasn’t died, but we have.  Sin’s power to dominate us has been broken.  Now we have to learn how to live in our new nature under our new master:  Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The question now is:  How then shall we live?  We now want to serve the Lord and to please Him.  Our problem is, we think we can use God’s law to produce the Christian life.  We have the mistaken idea that since I’m saved, now I’m able to please God—if I try!  In this section, the Apostle Paul shows the devastating results when we as believers, who hold God’s law in high regard, think we now are able to carry it out.  What we forget is that whether you are a lost man or a Christian, the law remains in the realm of self-effort.
I. The Conflict Described (Romans 7:13-15)
1. What does Paul mean that the awareness of sin produces death in a person? (13)
2. How does Paul describe the conflict that takes place within himself when he tries to live out God’s law? (14-15)
· How can reading and understanding God’s law be discouraging to a person, even a Christian?  (Matt. 5:20, 21-22, 27-28, 48)
· Can you describe a time in your life when you felt like the description in verse 15?

3. How would Paul answer someone who says: “All you need to do is put your mind to it and you can overcome your problems”?
II.   The Struggle Analyzed (7:16-23)
1.   From these verses how does Paul explain the struggle of trying to please God by keeping the law?  Describe the battle within.
· Which is the stronger force in a man’s life:  external laws which say “do”/don’t” or a man’s indwelling sin nature?  Why would this work against his keeping the law?
2.  In verses 14-23, count the number of times Paul refers to “I”.  What is the point he is         making? (7:18, 24)
· What conclusion does Paul come to in understanding his struggle? (7:21-23)
III.   The Battle Resolved  (7:24-25)
1.   How does Paul express his feelings about himself when he tries to follow God’s law as a means to produce the Christian life?  (24)
· If you have died to sin in Christ and you still struggle with the reality of not being able to keep the law even as a Christian, what is the solution? (John 15:5)
2.   What is Paul saying here about living life as a Christian?  Where is the resolution to this battle between mind and flesh?  (25)
3.   How does this chapter show that we cannot live holy lives by our own strength any more than we can attain a right standing with God by our own works?

Challenge:  Remember, the law is not based on faith (Gal. 3:12).  What do you need to do so you will not only be saved—by faith…but also live for Christ –by faith?
