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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
13.  “What Do You Mean—‘Freed From the Law’?”
Scripture Study:  Romans 7:1-13
Focus:  “Union with Christ in His death sets the believer free from the demands and condemnation of God’s law.”
Reflection:

Whenever the pure message of God’s love and acceptance in Jesus Christ (by grace alone through faith alone)—has been shared, people have raised the objection:  “But you’re giving people a license to sin”.  Actually, perhaps you’ve noticed, people are sinning quite well without a license!  Grace is not a license to sin.  As the Apostle Paul faced these same objections (Romans 6:1, 15), in both cases his answer is “by no means”!  It is as if he were saying “what an absurd question!”  And it is absurd when you begin to understand the deep love and grace of God.  You discover that God gave you a new nature and you realize that Christ is now living in you as your new master.  As shocking as it may sound, the goal of the Christian life is not to stop sinning!  No, the real goal of the normal Christian life is to know Christ and to allow Him to live His life in you and through you. (John 17:3, Phil. 1:21; 3:8-10)  It is only in comparison with the riches of knowing Christ and His presence that sin begins to lose its appeal.
Now, if we have been “set free from sin and become slaves to God” (Rom. 6:22) and even though we “are not under law” (Rom. 6:14) shouldn’t we still use the law of God to produce righteousness in our lives as Christians?   Paul addresses this question in Chapter seven and warns us that there are devastating results when we try to use God’s law in our self effort to please God.

Romans 6 deals with our freedom from sin; now Romans 7 deals with our freedom from the law.  Deliverance from sin is not enough; we also must be freed from the law.  If we are not delivered from the law we can never know emancipation from sin.  If we strive for our sanctification by trying to keep the law, we’re using our flesh in an effort to please God….flesh, in which I cannot please Him.  (Rom. 7:18; 8:8)  In Chapter 7, we make a startling discovery:  The law actually stirs up rebellion in us.  Also, the law of God shows people their need, but offers no solution for sin or the sinner.  The worst part of God’s law is that it is not just a command, but it is always a command with a penalty attached. 
I. The Limitations of the Law (Romans 7:1-6)
1. How is the principle “that the law has authority over man only as long as he lives” illustrated by the marriage bond?  (vs. 1-3)
· Who does the husband represent in Paul’s illustration?  The woman?
2. How does this illustration apply to our relationship with God’s law and with Christ? (vs. 4-6)
· Vs. 5 indicates that our sinful passions are aroused by the law; how do you explain that?
· How would you explain the difference between living under the law and living in Christ from vs. 6?
3. How is death in Christ freedom from the law?
II.   The Inadequacies of the Law (7:7-13)
1.   According to Paul, what is the primary purpose of God’s law?  (7:7; Rom. 3:19-20; 4:15; 5:13; Gal. 3:23-24)
2.   What else do laws and prohibitions tend to do? (7:8; Matt. 5:27-28; Mark 7:20-22)
· Explain the phrase: “apart from the law sin lies dead”? (7:8)
3.   What effect does sin produce in people?  How, why?  (7:9-11; I Cor. 15:56; Col. 2:20-23)
4. What is Paul’s final conclusion about God’s purpose for his law?  (7:12-13)
· If God’s law brings to us ruin and death, how can it be called good?
Challenge:  Remember, the law shows us our need, but not the solution.  What areas of need has God’s law revealed to you and how do you plan to meet them?
