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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
12.  “Establishing New Ownership!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 6:15-23
Focus:  “A believer’s identity in Christ develops when he submits in obedience to his new owner.”
Reflection:

“If a person’s behavior does not qualify him for salvation, then why not keep on sinning to acquire more of God’s grace through forgiveness!”  Why not?  Because salvation includes rebirth, a change of identity and power to live a new life.  A believer’s baptism is that visible demonstration of what happened through the cross of Christ.  Going under the water, you are reminded that you are identified with Christ.  You are in Him…now His death is your death…you were buried with Him and cleansed by His blood.  This means that your old nature and your heritage in Adam—under God’s wrath, judgment and death—has passed away and was put to death on Christ’s cross.  Coming up out of the water emphasizes “Christ in you” and your resurrection to a new life.  As the last Adam, Christ ended your ‘old self’ by His death.  As the second man, Christ established your new identity, heritage and life in Him.
Why did your ‘old self’ need to die?  Romans 6:6 tells us that the ‘old self’ which inherited Adam’s sinful, independent and disobedient nature could not please God.  It had to die in order that you might be freed from sin as your master.  The death of your old sinful self ended your slave relationship to sin. Now, that doesn’t mean that sin has died.  Sin is still real, but you have died in Christ and have changed masters.  Now Jesus is Lord!
Why do we continue to sin?  Keep in mind that you brought to your Christian commitment a fully conditioned mindset and lifestyle that was developed apart from God which centered on self.  Even though you are no longer in Adam (or in the flesh) you now need to train and discipline your new self to respond in obedience to your new master and owner: Christ.  You still may choose to “walk according to the flesh”.  But God has changed your heart, identity and ownership.  Now you need to walk according to the Spirit.  You do so first by knowing—transform your mind; then by reckoning—accept your new identity by faith; finally by yielding—you choose to obey the Lord!  As you become more consistent in obeying Christ in you and rely on His Spirit, your behavior will begin to reflect Christ.
I. Behavior Reflects Who Is the Boss (Romans 6:15-16)
1. Reread Romans 6:12-14.  To be consistent with your new position in Christ, what must you do?  Not do?
2. What are the similarities and dissimilarities between the questions in Rom. 6:1 and 6:15?
· Does it matter if you commit an occasional sin from time to time?  Why?  (15-16)
3. What does Matt. 6:24 and I Peter 2:19 tell you about masters?  What image does Paul use       here?
· How can you know which master are you yielding your life to?  (Matt. 7:15-20; Gal. 5:22-24; I Cor. 3:1-3)
· What is the “cost” and “benefit” of each type of slavery?
II.   Obedience Results in Wholesome Growth (6:17-18)
1.   What distinguishing characteristics are necessary for a believer to grow spiritually? (17; John 14:21; 15:5)
2.   What guide do we have as a standard for obedience?  (17; Eph. 4:11-15; II Tim. 3:16,17)
· What are some expected evidences of our obedience? (Phil. 2:1-5;3:8-10;Col.3:5-17)
3.   Explain the meaning of vs. 18…. “set free from sin…”(Rom. 8:2, 21; I Cor. 15:56, 57)
III.   Choices Reinforce True Ownership  (6:19-23)
1.   How is the path to “holy living” a combination of both “don’ts” and “doing”?

(19; Eph. 4:22-24)
· From verse 19, how are we to live out our freedom from sin?
2.   What is Paul’s point in comparing “benefits” in vss. 21 and 22? Explain how each is used?  How would you answer his question?

· Explain the term “sanctification” and how does it compare to “justification”?

3. What two unchangeable absolutes are found in vs. 23?  Explain.

4. In your own spiritual life, when did you realize that you did not have to be a slave to old desires?  How did this impact you?
Challenge:  Whose slave are you?  What might be holding you back from Christ’s control?
