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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
10.  “Humanities Greatest Divide!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 5:12-21
Focus:  “Every human being is a sinner by birth, not by behavior, and his deliverance requires not only forgiveness but rebirth in a new family.”
Reflection:

Thus far we have discovered in our study of Romans that the Good News “not to be ashamed of” (Rom. 1:16) is that the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross deals with what we have done.  Every human being is a sinner before a Holy God and needs forgiveness.  Therefore Christ shed His blood on the cross to pay the penalty for sin and to take the wrath of God on Himself.  To receive this grace of forgiveness, one simply has to take God at His word and receive it by faith.
Taking a deeper look at this Good News, we soon realize that we have discovered only half of the story.  Forgiveness only solves the problem of our standing before a holy God (justification).  But we still have a further problem of our conduct and behavior as sinners.  There is the problem of what we are.  We initially must have forgiveness of our sins, which gives us peace with God.  The blood of Jesus deals with our sins.  But we also must come to understand how God deals with the “sin principle” in us.  The blood can wash away our sins, but it cannot wash away our “old nature”.  That must be dealt with by the cross of Christ (sanctification).                                                               
In the second half of Chapter 5, Paul introduces a key concept that we must understand:  We are not sinners because we commit sins; no—we sin because we are sinners by birth.  The fact that we sin is merely the evidence that we already are sinners!  So the question we need to answer is:  How is it possible that we are sinners by birth not by behavior?  And how did God deal with that fact through Christ?  Paul’s answer comes by explaining the impact of Adam’s disobedience and of Christ’s (the second Adam’s) obedience.
I. The Devastating Impact of One Man (Romans 5:12-14)
1.   How did sin come into the world? (vs. 12-13; Gen. 3:1-3)
· Explain how sin and death are “passed on” to succeeding generations?  (Is it just environment?  Is it genetic?  How do you explain it?)
· What do you think is meant by “a sin nature”?  How does this help you understand the concept of “total depravity”?
2. How did the coming of God’s law affect the awareness of sin in the world? (vs. 13, Rom. 2:12; 3:19)
· What grim reality faces every human being?(vs.14);I Cor.15:56; Gen. 5:5, 8, 11, 14)
· What fears or anticipation do you have about death? (Heb. 10:30-31; John 14:3)
II.   The Powerful Affect of Another Man   (Romans 5:15-17)
1.   What came into the world because of Jesus Christ? (vs.15; I Cor. 15:21-22)
2.   How is God’s free gift different from Adam’s trespass? (vs.15-17) 
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3.   In verse 14b it states that Adam was a type of Christ.  How would you explain that?
(I Cor. 15:45-49)
4.   How does Paul treat the person, Adam—as a myth or historical person?

· Does it make any difference how Adam is viewed?  Why?
III.  The Provision Christ Made Possible    (5:18-21)
1. In what ways are the acts of Adam and Jesus similar?  (vs. 18-19)
· How can God justly judge us for Adam’s sin?
· Explain Paul’s argument in these verses? (vs. 18-19)
         2.  Examine vs. 20-21, what was God’s purpose for giving His law?  And how is God’s grace more than a match for our sinful nature?

         3.   From your understanding of the Christian gospel, how does a person move out of “Adam’s family”, to be included in “Christ’s family”?  (John 3:3, 8; John 1:12, 13; Rom. 8:9, 15)
Challenge:  How has this study helped you to understand that a right relationship with a holy God is not simply having your sins forgiven, but also knowing that you must belong to God’s family?
