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Basics in Living the Normal Christian Life
1.  “May I Introduce You to Some Good News!”
Scripture Study:  Romans 1:1-17
Focus:  Good news means most when you trust the one letting you know!
Reflection:

After reading the daily newspapers, watching TV or listening to the evening news, it doesn’t take long to realize that most news today is bad news and getting worse!  A quick scan of the worldwide national and local levels reveal the harsh realities of what’s happening on an individual level as well.  As personal problems, animosities, and fears increase, so do their counterparts in society at large. 
We love to hear of solutions!  We get excited when there appears to be a solution, a cure or some hope on the horizon.  That’s good news in the midst of the bad.  But we’ve all been stung before.  We’ve been led down the campaign trail by some promising politician.  We’ve been burned by the alluring words of some smooth talking salesman.  The authenticity of the speaker or writer lends credibility to the message.
In his Roman letter, Paul, the Apostle, speaks of good news….in the midst of the bad…good news that reveals God’s power, rescues people from the wrath of God, and transforms them into people who really live.  The letter begins (1:1) and ends (16:25-26) with the “Good News”.  To lend credibility to this announcement, Paul first identifies himself as the preacher of this good news and can’t wait to introduce his readers to the gist of what God has made known.
I. The Preacher of Good News  (Romans 1:1-7)
1.   In what three ways does Paul introduce himself to the Romans and define what is meant by each?  (1:1).
2. From vss. 2-4, what do you learn about this “Good News” in terms of its origin and focus?
· What credentials does Jesus have to confirm His claim to be the Christ, Son of God?
· Why is it important that you know and accept who Jesus is before you can accept the Gospel as good news?  (5-6).
3. How did Paul describe the people who were receiving this letter?  (6-7) 
· What words would you use to describe yourself to others as a follower of Jesus?
II.   The Purpose of Bringing Good News (1:8-15)
1.   What did Paul say about this church and about his commitment to it?  (8, 9).
· What would people say about your faith and what kind of prayer commitments are you faithful in keeping?
2.   What is Paul’s hope and desire in coming to Rome? (10-12).
· What spiritual gift would you give to others to encourage them?
III.    The Power of the Good News (1:16-17)
1.   Paul states that we can be eager to preach the Gospel or be ashamed of it.  (vs. 15-16).  What might lead us to adopt one attitude or the other?  (I Cor. 1:22-23)
2.   In vs. 16 Paul describes the gospel as “the power of God” for salvation.  
· How have you experienced this “power” in your life?  Explain the meaning of “power” and “salvation”.

3.   How would you rewrite verse 17 into your own words?

Challenge:  Pray that God will use Romans to give you Paul’s attitude toward the Gospel and toward those who need its message!
