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                       F.  Expected Fruit
                 4.  “Victory”
Scripture Study:  I Corinthians 10:1-12
Memory Verse:   
I Corinthians 10:13


Date Memorized_________________
Reflection:

Of all the news that’s fit to print in any local newspaper, the column that celebrates golden wedding anniversaries gets my vote any time.  We need testimonials of the ability of love to endure.  By my reading, the words describing the anniversary celebration are good, but the accompanying photos are even better.  Even without knowing the people, you can tell that the couple belong together…they even begin to resemble each other.
 In some ways, what we call “sanctification” is like a marriage.  After years of being together, we can, and indeed should, begin to resemble Christ.  The key is time…sanctification takes time.  It occurs over a lifetime, but it doesn’t just happen!  It comes as a result of spending time with the Lord, wanting what He wants, submitting to Him in obedience and consistently resisting the temptations that continually confront and bombard us.
One of the expected fruits of a Christian’s life is victory.  Victory over temptation is an essential factor in our growth toward sanctification.  Each time you face temptation and experience mastery over it in the power of Christ, it builds endurance, confidence in the Lord, and the joy of victory….a reflection of Christ!
A.   Background Study:  I Corinthians 10:1-12
1.   Why did Paul refer to Israel’s history in 10:1-4? (I Cor. 9:24-27)
2. In spite of Israel’s common experiences, resources, and privileges, why was God displeased with them? (10:5-7).
· What temptations did they face and how did they respond?
· Look specifically at the temptation mentioned in vs. 7.  What is it and what does it mean?  How can that be applied today?
· How are these experiences…(baptized into Moses…drank from the rock) similar to Christian sacraments?  What truth is taught here?
3. In verses 8-10, what other temptations did the Israelites face?
· What warning should we recall when we are faced with the kind of temptations recorded here?
4. Why did Paul refer to these experiences of the Israelites?  (10:6, 11)
5. What challenge did Paul give the Corinthians in vs. 11? Why?   (I Cor. 1:10-11; 3:1-3; 4:6; 6:12-15)
· Why is this warning so important for Christians to heed?

B.   Memory Verse:   I Corinthians 10:13
1.   Define the word “temptation”:
2.   Why is it important for Christians to understand that all the temptations Christians face 
       are common to everyone?
3.   How is God faithful? (Isaiah 3:1-3; Phil. 4:13; II Tim. 2:11-13; Heb. 13:4-6; I John 1:9).
4.   What is the promise from God in the remainder of this verse?
5.   Explain what it means: “…but with the temptation also provide a way of escape”.  
      (Rom. 8:5; Eph. 6:11; Col. 3:1-4; I Tim. 4:7-8; II Tim. 2:22-23.)

Challenge: Over what temptations have you experienced a sense of victory and how do you see it      as a valuable step in your process of sanctification?
